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THE ACCUSING FACE. 
BY PAUL H. HAYNE 
[Scene—A gallery of portraits in the Royal Academy, London.} 
L. 
bier errant thoughts, and idle tread, 
I roamed the gallery to and fro ; 
I viewed the portraits overhead,— 
The portraits ranged below ;— 
But the whole group did faintly gleam ; 
Phantasmal as a wandering dream. 
Il. 
Thus idly roamed I, to and fro, 
Careless on what mine eyes might rest ; 
And yet, how wondrous was the glow 
Of beauty, brightly dressed 
In all a finished art can give 
To Nature’s aspects fugitive. 
III. 
In transient glory, on my sight 
Some faces bloomed as rosily 
As the first flush of morning light 
In May-time, o’er the sea ; 
Some shone with inward lustre, far 
And safnt-like, perfect as a star ; 
IV. 
And some, mild household faces, wrought 
From elements of gentlest birth,— 
Wherein the rays of heavenly thought 
Were fused with tints of earth ; 
Rounding the features, sweet and whole, 
Whence smiled a fireside angel’s soul. 
we 
Still, idly roam I, to and fro; 
Mist-like the portraits shine o’erhead, 
While those which softly gleam below 
The same vague lustre shed, 
Till strangely on my startled eyes 
There dawns a face I recognize .— 
VI. 
O tranquil, beauteous face! so free 
From sorrow’s taint ; so calmly pure ; 
A nameless pathos veils for me 
Your sweetness evermore ; 
Yet, as I gaze, with fitful breath, 
This beauty takes the hue of death ! 
Vu. 
No vulgar steel her fate fulfilled ; 
*fwas but a broken vow, in sooth, 
Which, sure as Afric’s lightning, killed 
The splendor of her youth ; 
And I have wandered forth since then, 
Accursed amongst my fellow-men— 
VIII. 


A meaner Cain than he whose hand 
With the hot rage of murderous lust 

Smote, in far history’s twilight land, 
His brother’s form to dust ;— 

A man received that death-blow wild; 

I, with soft falsehoods, smote—a child / 





IX. 


See the child’s candor, like a crown, 
An aureole round her forehead sweet, 
Mark the frank eyes of tender brown, 
Wherein benignly meet 
Beams, as from summer twilight drawn, 
Blent with the balmy dews of dawn. 
x. 
And mark! ... vain! vain! ... I canrfot see 
That portrait now! its features swim 
O’er my dazed vision mistily ,— 
The waning lines grow dim ;— 
(‘* Merci ! Madame, merci! . . You here 


Already?” Peste! how shrilly clear 
XI. 
Her wakening voice /) . . . My heart had strayed, 


Lost in the glimmering Long Ago,— 
The coolness of the myrtle shade, 

The rivulet lapsing low,— 
By which a voice as soft did glide, ; 
Just whispering with the whispering tide! 





FLATTENING OUT. 
BY THE REY. G. B, WILLCOX. 


HERE came, not so very long ago, into a certain 
gathering of newsboys and other young street Arabs, 
in New York, a well-meaning parson with the whitest 
and stiffest of cravats, and the starchiest of manners. 
He was one of the peripatetic talkers whom every mis- 
sion-scbool worker recogaizes the moment they enter the 
door. Somehow he secured an invitation to speak, and 
proceeded to tell those graceless gamins a story. But 
his eloquence labored, like Pharaoh’s chariots without 
the wheels; and the boys, I am sorry to say, failed to 
appreciate the labor of love. In fact, with actions that 
speak louder than words, they intimated that they could 
bear with resignation the termination of his remarks. At 
length, arriving at the climax of the narrative, and 
stretching himself up to his full height, he demanded, 
“What do you think happened then, boys? What do 
you suppose this man did then?”  Pausing for an 
answer, no answer came, His audience was half asleep. 
But at last,one youngster piped out the reply from a 
corner, “I guess he kinder flatted out—as you’re doin’!” 
Now it grieves us to the heart to see how many a 
teacher in almost every Sunday-school “kinder flats 
out,”’ before the time appropriated to the lesson has more 
than half expired. He is like the inhabitants of Gibeon 
going to Joshua with their dry and mouldy bread 
Thirty or forty minutes is a long journey for him; and 
the slender stock of ideas with which he started has 
grown wofully stale before he gets throughy By some 
misnomer he is called Jones or Brown. His real name 
is Mr. Ready-to-Halt. He is a spring that flows for a 
few minutes, and then trickles—and drips—and drizzles 
—and stops, very, very dry. 

Then, for a while, he sits and looks around in dumb 
silence. And the boys in the class look around. And 
their fingers begin to travel around. They fumble over 
the Bibles and question-books. They give one another 
the jerks with sly pinches. They flip paper balls at the 
boys in the next class. They ogle the girls. They with 
devoutedly that Sunday-school was out. 

It is a perfect godsend to such a teacher when the li- 
brary books are distributed. Whst others think an an- 
noyance, as absorbing the time they want for the lesson, 
is to him, O how sweet and balmy a relief! He can get 
rid of five or ten minutes, over the books at least, They 
give the class something beside one another to stare at. 
They ease the dreadful process of “ flattening out.” 

Then there is the pic-nic coming—millenium of the 
Sunday-school! That must be discussed in all its points 
and features—when they shall go, and where, and what 
the tickets shall cost, and what they shall do. This, or 
the next Christmas tree, serves when, toward the end of 
the hour, the poor wight at the head of the class has 





flattened out a little thinner. It is a perfect gold-beater’s 
operation—all but the gold. 

“ But I can’t do any better. I must go on so, or give 
up the class,” Ah, my dear friend, have you ever, in 
earnest, tried to do better? Have you ever cast about 
you after helps with which to prepare for your class? 
Suppose an engine at a fire throws no water. “Play 
away there, No. 5,” shouts the chief-engineer, ‘“ We 
can’t, sir.’ “Why not?” ‘“‘We’ve no water.” “No 
water! There is water enough. Is your suction-hose on 
the hydrant?” “O no; we hadn’t thought of that!” 
Now there never was such a hydrant as a teacher of 
these International lessons has to draw from. Every re- 
ligious newspaper, of any denomination, or ef none, has 
a column of comments. The Sunday-school papers de- 
vote, each, a whole page or more to it. Then, we have 
Peloubet’s and Clark’s Commentaries on the Lessons, 
costing little and teaching much. Some of the best 
minds and hearts in the country are at work every year, 
pumping up supplies that may all be poured through 
your lips as a fannel—and you can get nothing to say ! 

Then, there is always in every paper a children’s de- 
partment, with anecdotes and illustrations. There are 
volumes of sermons to children—Dr. John Todd’s, Dr. 
Richard Newton’s, and others—crowded with suggestions. 
Buy and keep a scrap-book. Out out from the papers 
whatever will be apt to interest and profit your class ; 
paste it in, and look it over when preparing the lesson. 

Is there a teachers’-meeting in your school? No? 
Then do not rest another week without one! If the su- 
perintendent has no courage for it, get half a dozen 
teachers, or two or three, if no more will come, and have 
a pic nic over the lesson, furnished by brains and hearts, 
each one contributing something. Pray over it together, 
asking help from the Great Teacher, to warm your souls 
and illumine your minds and freshen your interest in 
your great work, and enable you to doit well. Then, 
from all that their united love to the classes has to offer, 
skim the best and use it. “The milk of human kind- 
ness’ is good—and the cream is better. 

But what if you have a teachers’-meeting? Do you 
Go? If not, is there any mystery in your flattening out? 
Ask any good, true, superintendent, burdened in soul 
over the thin dribbling of attendance at the teachers’- 
meeting, what is the difficulty. ‘‘ Why,” he will tell you, 
“the best teachers, who could best do without the meeting, 
always go, and they who most need it stay at home!” Dear 
brother or sister, can it be that you are one of them? 
Then cover your face for shame, with this paper, for a 
moment, and pray God to forgive you, and be the first 
one to report yourself at the next meeting. Do you re- 
member that the children in your class—some of them 
at least—get probably no Christian instruction, from 
January through to December, except what they receive 
from you? Do you know that you are bearing the awful 
charge of souls? For their sake; for your own sake; 
awake to your duty, and flatten out no more! 





HAVING ONE’S OWN WAY. 
BY MRS, AMELIA E. BARR. 

66 TT) HERE may be Rooshians, and there may be Proo- 

shians,”’ as Mrs, Gamp justly remarked, but the 
Anglo-Saxon likes his share of his own way. Religiously, 
he suffers ro one to dictate to him ; and, politically, at 
stated times asserts his right to his opinions on the 
grandest collective scale. But after all it is domesti- 
cally that this little peculiarity shows itself most obtru- 
sively both for good and evil; and narrowing its sphere 
to this point, we must frankly admit that women are the 
greatest offenders. 

Occasionally we do meet fussy, finnicky men, with 
whom nature has made the irreparable mistake of sex, 
who see no inconsistency in imposing their private pe- 
culiarities as a law for their household. These peculiar- 
ities may be eccentric, the result of some idiosnycrasy, 
and therefore very disagreeable to others differently con- 
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stituted, but a man who is determined to have his own 
way can satisfy his conscience by iterating, “I ask no 
more from my children and servants than I do myeelf.” 

Still, having one’s own way in all the little affairs 
which make up the sum of daily life is not attained 
without a strong ability for the feminine quality of sur- 
veillance; and it is easier for men to bully than to 
watch ; to coerce than to forbid: therefore, women in 
domestic government get the largest share of their own 
way; though if a man takes to petty tyrapny and sur- 
veillance the misery is then at its highest, 

For it is miserable for any household whose ways are 
all made to run into one way; since no one will can 
ever adequately serve two or more liver. No one likes 
to be perpetually managed ; to have all their movements 
followed, and all their hours regulated. Even servants 
will perform their work much more satisfactorily if they 
are allowed to do things in a certain fashion, because it 
is “their wey” of doing them. This is their small re- 
serve of an inalienable individual right, and Mrs. Stowe’s 
* Candace” refusing to put three eggs in the crullers, a’ d 
obstinately insistir g on her right to pick up chips in the 
miik-pan, and to turn the wash-basin down in the sink, 
instead of hanging it up “jam on de nail,” is a very 
natural example of the obstinate willfulness with which 
such small personal rights are cherished, 

And as it is just as well to confine orders abcut work 
to their being well done, so also the dress of a servant, 
being a peculiarly personal matter, ought, as long as it is 
clean and decent, to be left without remark to the taste 
of the wearer. What, if Kitty in the kitchen does give 
a deal of interest to her new alpaca, is that any greate: 
f-ult than any lady’s interest about her new velvet? 
Kitty is not specially depraved,—for one flight of stair: 
ds not transpose moral questions, 

Children come in for an enormous share of irritating 
surveillance and unnecessary dictation. Just so mucb 
rope is paye | out to them, and just so much playgroun 
measured off. In all their innocent fancies and plea 
sures there is the obtruding maternal finger. It may 
only be a question of a blue or a pink ribbon, or a game 
of ball or croquet, but the unnecessary interference jus: 
takes the bloom off the erjoyment. Yet it is enough for 
some mothers—good mothers in other respects—to see 
any child exercising its owa taste and judgment to ente: 
at once a protest. If Emma wishes to read, there i: 
immediately sewing to do; if a friend is waiting for he 
to walk, the: the piano practice suddenly become: the 
one thing necessary. 

Nothing is more necessary for the welfare of children 
than a wise superintendence; the “rich blessings o/ 
constraint” are richer for them than for any other 
condition; but both superintendence and constrain: 
have wise limitations. Something of one’s own way ir 
necessary to the highest development of the moral and 
intellectual faculties; just as much so as light and ai 
are to the growth of vegetation. To let a child alway: 
assert his will would indeed bring anarchy and des- 
truction ; never to let hin assert it is to turn a reasona- 
ble creature into a tool or a machine, 

Children are not the only sufferers; there are plenty 
of adults who have never been able to throw off the 
bondage of some dominant will in their household ; wh 
have never had a fair chance to develop their own cha 
racter; who have never drack freely of any innocent cu; 
of life; who have all their years been victims of minute 
subjection, It makes these cases no less hard that the 
majority are women tyrannized over by some other wo- 
man, But the exceptions are numerous enough to form 
a large class of young men, who either remain in tutelage 
to a domineering and generally unreasonable temper al: 
their lives ;—or seek dangerous and secret liberty in for- 
bidden hours and places ; —or else renounce all allegiance 
and by one act of determined exercise of their own will 
break forever that sweet household bond whose links 
ought to take hold on eternity. 

Every life without some exercise of its own individu- 
ality is a very poor and slavish one. Indeed, some of 
the most gracious and s lf denying characters are formed 
in the struggle with difficulties which they have had 
liberty to meet and overcome by their own resources, 
directed in their own way; as many a mean and lowly 
lot has been made almost heroic to its possessor by a 
succession of such triumphs. 

Certainly among the surest recipes for being well be 
loved, well served, and well obeyed is a conscientious 
regard to the right which every one possesses to a cer- 
tain amount of their own way. Christianity is designed 
to refine the arrogance of our manners, to make us 
courteous and considerate with all with whom we have 
to do, and to eaable us to perform this duty from prin- 
ciple as we!l as from education, 





THE SECRETARY. 


HIS WORK AND HOW TO DO IT. 
BY FRANKLIN ALLEN. 


ND this is the record, that God hath given to us 

eternal life:1 John 5:11. Life through the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the portion of believersin him. Sunday- 
school secretaries, like any others of his servants, who 
aim for lees than this, shut themselves out from the 
comfort and joy which always fill the heart of the 
Christian worker when souls have been rescued from 
death, whether by the Sunday-school or by some other 
agency. The secretary’s record ought to evidence life. 
Anything but life there is no need of recording ina 
Sunday-school. And while such a record bears glad- 
some testimony to all forms of life, let us, who are sec 
retaries, not fail to have in constant remembrance that 
it is the eternal life of those whom we serve that we de- 
light to record. Impelled by such yearnings, the way to 
it, though a little troublesome at first, soon becomes 
worn and easy. 

What are the chief agencies in carrying forward this 
blessedwork? Let ussee. First, of course, as already 
stated, a consecrated self and a high ideal. Secondly, a 
sympathetic, appreciative superintendent, Thirdly, co- 
operation by the teachers in learning and meeting the 
demands of the school; and, Fourthly, tools to work 
with. Although no work worthy the name can be done 
without the latter—so much so, that many think they are 
the first requirement—I place them last, because with 
the first threa conditions gained, it will be found that 
the other falls to our hands easily and naturally. 

The question then is, What shall the methods—the 
details of the work—be, in a given school? There can- 
aot be absolute uniformity in this respect, even were it 
desirable. Some of us will always be behind; others are 
apt to be ahead. Different localities are also better 
served by different methods. Nevertheless there is a 
common ground which all secretaries may occupy. We 
may learn much from one another. What has been 
gained in this departmsnt of work in our schools, has, 
under the blessing and guidance of the Master, been 
chiefly learned from others. To the secretaries of the 
Fourteenth Street Presbyterian Church School, of New 
York, and the Bethany Sunday-school, of Pniladelphia, 
—Messrs. Edward P. Walling and George H. Brown— 
Olivet Mission Sunday-school, of New York, owes much 
of her present efficiency in this department. 

Oar mission school has six secretaries: one General 
Secretary, one Admission Secretary, one Recording Sec- 
retary ; two Roagistering Secretaries; and one Distriba 
ting Secretary. The Admission Secretary's station during 
the echool session, and for half an hour previous. is at 
che Sunday-:choolroom door, to receive and welcome 
all who enter. It is important to recoguizs, by station- 
ing a suitable person at the threshold of this spiritual 
agency, that a gracious invitation is implied, if not ex- 
pressed, to every one who enters. New scholars are 
directed by him to the reception schoolroom. Visitors 
are politely ushered into the adults’ Bible-class room. 
close by the entrance, or if not that way inclined, 
hey are taken in charge of by one of the assistant 
superintendents, or by the general secretary. 

The Racording Secretary happens accidentally to be 
in chargs of our reception schoolroom, but it is by no 
means an accident that we have such aschoolroom. I: 
is a weltlaid plan, recent, ’tis true, but being efficiently 
worked, it is highly valued. In populous city dis- 
tricts, the attendance at a mission Sunday-school, is only 
limited by room, efficiency, and spiritual power. By 
jast so much as the school lacks one or all of these, will 
its attendance be affected. Into this reception-room are 
ushered all new scholars, and a3 soon as a vacancy 
occurs in the main school, the moat faithfal in attend- 
ance are taken thence, and assigned to a regular class, 
or to the primary department, as the case demands. 
When all the primary, intermediate, and senior depart- 
ments of the school are filled, and the reception-room 
will hold no more, the school is considered full, and we 
are reluctantly obliged to say to other comers that we 
are sorry not to be able to take them; and kindly urge 
them to go to schools in the neighborhood, of which 
there is no lack. Tnis spring we have been obliged to 
do this in many cases, owing to want of greater accom- 
modation. Our reception-room now contains seventy- 
five, and we have often wished it would hold double the 
aumber. This will doubtless come in time, and we 
hope soon, By this plan we avoid the confusion in the 
main room, incidental to new scholars having no as- 
sigaed place or part in the exercises of the school. 

The children are taught in this reception-room with 





the aid of the leaf cluster and the blackboard, the latter 
being preferred. The room connects with the main 
room by sliding doors, so that the children take part in 
the opening and closing general exercises. Each scholar 
is furnished with a preparatory class certificate, which 
sets forth what is hereinbefore stated as the condition of 
transfer to a permanent class, namely, regular attend- 
ance, A system of “punching” the ticke's has been 
introduced, with good effect. A hole is punched at a 
given date to indicate the presence on that Sunday of 
the scholar whose name the card bears. On its reverse 
side are printel, ‘Some of my duties as a Sunday- 
school scholar ;” and, as the scholar takes this certifi- 
cate home each Sunday, the parent learns what is ex- 
pected of the child, and is stimulated to co-operate with 
the teacher, while he sees what its attendance has been. 

When a transfer is made to the main school from the 
preparatory class (reception room) or from the primary 
department, it is made as follows: the superintendent 
or one of his assistants, finding vacancies in existing 
classes, or desiring to form new classes, makes his draft 
upon the reception-room. The general secretary there- 
upon takes an account in the admission memorandum 
books of the following particulars : 
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ADMISSION SECRETARY’S MEMORANDUM, 
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The above blank form is printed in duplicate on each 
page of the memorandum book, and when properly filled 
out, the lower half (as given above) is readily detached 
at a perforated line, and handed to the scholar, who 
goes to the desigaated class and turns the voucher over 
to the teacher, who is thereby placed ia possession of the 
needed particulars for the class book. 

As no scholars are permitted to enter a class without 
such a ticket or voucher, the secretary necessarily re- 
tains an account of all who enter the school. Of course, 
teachers desiring particular scholars in their classes, 
have but to intimate their wish to those engaged in this 
work of classification, and unless some good reason exists 
to the contrary, that designation is made. The admis- 
sion memorandum books also serve another useful pur- 
pose. They are readily used by the missionary visitors 
of the school, of which all well appointed city mission- 
schools have several, in visiting new scholars, who are often 
representatives of families recently moved into the neigh- 
borhood. These d scover whether straight stories have 
been told, whether it is safe to trust our library books to 
the new scholars, and whether the other members of the 
family are in need of a cordial invitation to the varied 
religious and secular services of our mission, 

The Ragistering Secretaries, two in number, have 
charge of the statistics of the school. This includes the 
care of the Sunday-school register, in which scholars 
names are entered alphabetically from the admission 
blotters ; the report to the superintendent for announce- 
ment at the close of each session, of the number present 
in each department, scholars, teachers, officers, and visi- 
tors ; also the amount of missionary contributions by each 
class ; also the number of full classes, that is, classes in 
which every scholar on the roll was present, with the 
names of their teachers; also the number of perfect 
lesson tickets issued, and the names of absent teachers. 
These secretaries also collect the weekly offerings of 
teachers for the support of the school, keep the customary 
minutes of each session, make up the average monthly 
attendance, etc., etc. 

The Distributing Secretary distributes during closing 
singing a copy of the much valued Tims to each 
teacher and officer in the school, and to the classes the 
Sunday-school papers and such printed notices of the 
various meetings during the ensuing week as we may 
desire to distribute in their homes, and a Times Lesson 
Leaf for each scholar on the class roll. When teachers 
are absent through sickness the secretary usually arranges 
with a scholar to call on the teacher and deliver the 





Times in person, and when scholars are absent, the 
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teachers are expected either to call on the scholar them- 
selves, or to mail the lesson leaf to their address. This 
serves as a constant reminder to each absent one that 
the absence is noted and thought of, and is a step in the 
direction of more intimate social relations between 
teachers and scholars, Our Sinday school register is 
ruled off into spaces for the following items: 


Name. 
Registered No. 


Scholars— 1 Date of admission. 
| Age 
Residence. 
, { Name. 
Parents— ( Occupation. 
Previous { Has attended Sunday-school before at 
History— ( When. 
( Name of brother or sister in Olivet school. 
Entered class taught by 
| Promoted to class taught by 
re | On Olivet Honor Roll in year 
Olivet— | Left O'ivet Sunday-school, 


Librarian notified by secretary, 
| Re-admitted to Olivet school, 

| Joined Olivet Church, 

| Remarks. 


[Duplicates of these blanks are furnished to the teachers for their 
own use, that they may be kept at home and be a constant reminder 
of the progress, or lack of it, in the class.) 


Our aim is that scholars shall be converted in the 
Sunday-school, sha!l join the visible church, and shall 
keep at work, evidencing by their frui's the thoroughness 
of, their conversion. Work is a means of grace to those 
out of Christ as well as to those within the ark of safety 
Men sometimes say, Are you not paying toe high a 
price for this secretary’s work by withstraining so many 
from the privileges of instruction? I answer, No. If 
the conversion of young men in our Bible classes be our 
aim, let us put them temporarily into an efficient secre- 
tary’s department. or at some other practical work in the 
Sunday-school. A young man’s hopes for salvation are 
vastly bettered by getting him to do something for the 
welfare of others. It is practical instruction to give him 
a practical work in the Master’s service. When re- 
generated and saved unto Christ in this sphere of work, 
let him go back into the Bible -class, to be instructed for 
teaching in the school for which a deep interest has now 
been developed in his heart. 

A barrier to the progress of many young men as with 
older ones is that they are forever getting and never 
giving. How many sit for years under a teacher’s in- 
struction waiting to b> turned eut perfect, that then they 
may go to work. Waiting for an impossibility! Some 
say they consider the spiritual interests of a dozen young 
men of more consequence than scores and hundreds of 
youg boys and girls, and ia many schools Bible-class 
teachers will object to the supposed sacrifice of one class 
—their owa—ia order that the welfare of a school of 
fifty or one hundred classes may be promrted. In such 
cases we must make haste slowly, and wait for the lead- 
ings of the Spirit. For not only must the secretaries be 
of one mind, in order to carry on their work in the 
Sanday: school successfully, bat the superintendents and 
teachers also must b3 in sympathy and co-operation with 
them and it. “Bsa ye all of one mind, having com- 
passion one of another,” (1 Pst.3:8) “ Let this mind 
be in you which was alsoin Christ Jasus, who took upon 
himself the form of a servant” (Pailippiams 2: 5-7). 
Dr. Vincant savs, “ The highast standards and the wisest 
human metho ls will not interfere with the work of the 
Holy Spirit ” 

To make the sesratary’s department of the Sunday- 
school as efficient as it may be under favorable condi- 
tions, a correct theory should be held concerning it, I 
should be recognized as an evangelizing agency. We 
must employ ia is the wisest methods of organization 
and administration. 

We should not expsct a supsrintendent to look afte, 
these things in all their detail. Ho» has well exercised 
his gift when he has selected faithful lieutenants to take 
charge of this important departmant of the Sanday- 
school economy. It is for him to lay out the work and 
to apportion to each according to his special gift. In 
these hands wil! be developed the glory and sanctity of 
the work. Teachers aad scholars will be impressed with 
respect and coafidsnce for the executive of such a school, 
and the minor questions, of how to get order, how to 
keep it when you get it, how to avoid this, that, and the 
third thing, woich now harass so many in the desks of 
mission schools, will settle themselves under the influ- 
ence of such an example in the executive department of 
the school. 


“And this is the record, that God hath given to us 


show by their work and conversation that they too have 
eternal life. A good example is better than much pre- 
cept (John 3: 36). Let them excel in decorous deport- 
ment in the echool, for they are much in the eyes of all. 
It is a shame upon the system which has long obtained, 
that the secretaries have been overworked and illy fed. 
One or two secretaries in a school have been staggering 
under a load which ought to employ four, five, or more. 
The epening and closing exercises of the school repre- 
sent to them but so many minutes, which they must 
drive, drive, drive, to accomplish the task given them to 
do. It is time we had a change in this. 

The secretaries should be numerous enough to get 
their work done in the time usually allotted to the teach- 
ing of the lesson, say thirty to forty minutes. In the 
opening exercises, occupying say fifteen to twenty min- 
utes, the secretaries should have a recognized station in 
the main room, should take part in prsyer, praise, and 
Scripture reading as others are privileged to do, They 
need the baptism of the Spirit as others need it. When 
the teaching of the lesson is finished, and the superin- 
tendent reviews the school from the desk, shall those 
precious three to five minutes of concentrated truth and 
its personal application be lost to these hard-working 
servants of the church? 

Let us emancipate ourselves from the old id+as that 
choirs, secretarie:, and librarians, have no especial need 
of spiritual strengthening by the exercises of worship in 
the church and Sunday-school. Let us recognize in 
Sunday-schoul work at least, that these valuable co- 
laborers are expected to be pillars in strengthenirg the 
walls of Zion; and by their regular attendance at the 
weekly teachers’-meeting to consider the spiritual and 
secular interests of the school; let them testify, as at all 
other times, to their belief that all plans that have not 
God and Christ in them will and ought to fail. Then 
indeed shall the record be, “that God hath given to us 
eternal life,” 


HELP THE SECRETARY. 
BY H. B. GIBBS, 





N examination of the methods employed in a hun- 
dred Sinday-schools, even in the same section of 
country, would doubtless show great diversity in the 
matter of official management. Tne ends aimed at, and 
the theoretical duties of each cfficer, might be essentially 
the same in all; but the ways and means would vary 
widely. The writer is secretary of a city school contain- 
ing between five hundred and six hundred members. 
The results of his experience may be juite unlike those 
of many secretaries, but on the other hand they will 
probably tally closely with those of others, It is with 
this idea that he writes, 

In some schools the secretary is expected to keep an 
individual record of the attendance of each member. In 
other places this is considered unimportant. We think 
all will agree, however, that it is desirable to have a 
general record showing at least the following facta: Tue 
actual membership of the school ; the condition of each 
class; the date at which new members enter or old ones 
withdraw ; whence they come and whither they go; the 
regularity of every teacher; the deaths that cccur, and 
all items of interest in the history of the school. In ad- 
dition to this, class books or cards shou'd be kept by the 
teachers so that each scholar may be personally looked 
after. 

If the same person is continued in the office of sec- 
retary for several years, and if he has a well developed 
faculty for recognizing faces and rememberiog names, 
he may become able to keep an individual record of all 
members without great difficulty. But if these requisites 
do not happen to be combined in him, and if the school 
is large, he will likely fiad the task too great. If class 
books or cards are carefully kept, however, he can from 
time to time supply from them any deficiencies that may 
ex st in his own book. If he does not attempt anything 
of this kind, he will still need the active aid of the teach 
ers in order that he may be perfectly accurate in regard 
to the other points above mentioned. 

The necessity for this co-operation is not felt by all 
teachers. Those who render it do more than they im- 
agine to lighten their secretary’s labors and make his 
position pleasant, Those who withhold it probably do 
so from want of thought in regard to the matter. We 
should be very loath to believe that their course is the 
result of any unwillingness, or even of indolence. Yet 
we have suffered no little annoyance and hindrance in 
our work ; and now, in behalf of all sec: etaries who have 
met with a similar d fficulty, we wish to ask a favor of 
every teacher who may read these lines, 





eternal life.” To secretaries, as to others, it is given to 


out at once who he is and whether he intends to jin the 
school. If he does, ascertain if he has ever been a member 
of any Sunday-school, Then take the earliest opportu- 
nity of imparting your information to the secretary. And 
if any one of your echolars is absent, make it a point to 
ask why. The oldest or the most sensitive member of 
your class will not resent any such inquiry on your part, 
if it be lovingly and gently made. One great reason why 
so many Sunday-school scholars become irregular, and 
eventually drop out altogether, is that when they begin 
to be delinquent nobody follows them up. The under- 
shepherds care for the ninety and nine who stay in the 
fold, but give too little heed to the one who is develop- 
ing the habit of straying. You know, or should know, 
where each of your scholars lives; be sure that you do 
not let one leave the school if you can prevent it, unless 
circumstances take him to some other school; in any 
case do not let him go without your knowledge. And 
as soon as it is settled that he is to go, tell the secretary. 
Remember that you have only eight or ten persons to 
keep trace of, while he may have four or five hundred. 

Do you say that this is a small matter, a very trifle? 
Yet “ trifles light as air’ may become most oppressive if 
they be sufficiently multiplied ; and Jesus himrelf taught 
that we should not neglect the tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin any more than the weightier matters of the 
law. There are many teachers who are doing for us all 
that we a-k. Our appeal is not to them, but only to 
those who are conscious of leaving us to learn of changes 
when and how we may. 


VALUABLE SCHOOL RECORDS. 
BY THE REY. N, 8. WRIGHT. 


HILE preparing a historical sketch for the fortieth 
anniversary of our Sabbath-school recently, I was 
much impressed with the importance of a faithful record 
by the secretary of the school. In a pericd of forty years 
several persons have had this matter in charge, and a 
wide difference is noticeable in their minutes. Some of 
them run on monotonously week after week, ‘“‘ The Sun- 
day-school was opened with prayer by so and so, and 
closed with singing, so many present,” with an annual 
variance by stating the results of election of « fficers, and 
an occasional record of an address. Even this is of very 
great value in the aggregate. 

Others made the record more complete by adding 
when and where they had entertainments, fistivals, ex- 
cursions, pic-nics, etc. Ochers noted additions to the 
library, facts concernirg benevolent c ntributions, and 
the like, but all this left iacomplete the true record of 
the school. Although facts like these might cover a 
wide and important range, yet we search in vain in them 
for the vital steps and results of the spiritual work. One 
of the many secretaries in the list which I have exam- 
ined was almost a model in all respects. Sae was an 
earnest Christian young woman, who rerved in this ca- 
pacity at the very beginning, forty years sgo. She has 
long since laid down all earthly work. None but the oldest 
now in the school ever knew her, but her record is one 
very interesting toexamine, While careful to note such 
facts as are included in the minutes of others, we fiad in- 
teresting notes c ncerning the deaths of different mem- 
bers of the school. She gives from time to \ime reports 
of the apparent religious interest of the pupils. Some 
striking facts and incidents narrated at the teachers’- 
meeting find mention, thus: “ At the teachers’-meeting 
the past week, it was said of one scholar that from being 
openly profane and ill-tempered he was changed into a 
very kind, pleasant boy, avoidiog all profaneness; and 
that instead of hating, his playmates loved him and as- 
cribed the change to the influence of the Sabbath-school.” 

Facts of spiritual interest in different classes are men- 
tioned, and also the cases of conversion occurring fom 
time to time—‘ Two scholars the past week have fuund 
the Saviour.” Later: “ Five of the school were admitted 
to the church.” And again: “Twenty-seven of the 
school have made a public profession of religion.” And 
yet again: “Four young men have decided fur God.” 
** All of my own class but one are now rejoicing in God 
as the Lord their Saviour. Five or six others in the 
school also.” And fullowing this the record that a// her 
class have believed in Ohrist, seven of them in two 
months, and twenty-seven in the school are hopefully 
converted, 

Different efforts to lead others to Christ are mentioned ; 
facts concerning children’s-meetings, and the like. We 
regret that such records did not continue during all the 
history of the school. The work inv !ved would be but 
little more week by week, but the agg'ezate results and 
va'ue of the history would be thereby enhanced incaleu- 





Whenever a stranger takes a seat in your class, find 


lably. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


— ~~ 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[Second Quarter, 1876.) 


4. April 23.—The Early Christian Church......-cceseeser eres Acts 2: 37-47. 
6. April 30.—The Lame Man Healed.....ceeeorrererereeees Acts 3; 1-11. 
6 May 7.—The Power of Jesus’ NaMe........-r-e-ere eevee ACS 3 : 12-28. 
7, May 14.—Christitn COUPAGC......0-sccceeeeeeecenseseseeserennees Acts 4: 8-22. 
8. May 21,—Christian Fellowship... -ssssssresssersersesenes Acta 4; 23-37. 
9, May 28,—Lyiig UD GOd....sscrerrserrsereesseserserensnnennes Acts 5: 1-11, 
10, June 4.—The Apostles in PrisOM,.......ccrcsssererrrerecees Acts 5; 12-26, 
il. June 11.—The Apostles before the Council... Acts 5: 27-42, 
12, June 18,—The Seven Chosen......c.sscssee serseeserceeersseees Acts 6: 1-15, 


18. June 25.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the school. 


LESSON 6, SUNDAY, MAY 7, 1876. 


Title: THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME, 


GOLDEN TEXT: THERE IS NONE OTHER NAME 
UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG MEN, WHEREBY WE 


MUST BE SAVED.—Acts 4: 12. 
HOME READINGS. 

Monday, May 1: Acts 3: 12-26. Faith in Jesus demanded. 
Tuesday, May 2: John 8; 14-21, Faith in Jesus essential. 
Wednesday, May 3: Matt. 15: 21-28, Faith in Jesus iliustrated, 
Thursday, May 4: Ezek, 18: 21-82. Repentance demanded. 
Friday, May 5: Jonah 8: 1-10. Repentance illustrated. 
Saturday, May 6: Isa. 55: 1-7. Saivation for all. 


Sunday, May 7; Rom. 10: 1-15. Tell the tidings. 
LESSON TEXT, 


[Acts 8: 12-26.] 

12. And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men 
of Israel, Why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, 
as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to 
walk? 

18. The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God ot 
our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and 


denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to 
let him go. 

14, But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a mur- 
derer to be grauted unto you; 

15. And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the 
dead; whereof we are wiinesses, 

16, And his name, through faith in his name, hath made this man 
strong, whom ye sce and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath 
given him this perfect eounduess in the presence of you all, 

17. And now, brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as 
did also your rulers, 

18. But tuose things, which God before had shewed by the mouth 
of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, be hath so fululled. 

19. Repent ye therefore, and be cunverted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of reireshing shall come from the pres- 
ence of tue Lord; 

2). And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached 
unto you; 

21. Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution 
of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy 
prophets since the world began. 

22. For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A Prophet shall the Lord 
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him 
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shail say unto you. 

23. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear J 
that Prophet, shall be destioyed from among the people. 

24. Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow 
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days. 

25. Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which 
God made with our fathers, sayiug unto Abraham, And in thy seed 
shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. 

26, Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of you from his iniquities, 


EXPOSITION, 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 


BRIEF review of the last lesson will prove the fittest 

introduction to this lesson, as we had in it an ac- 
count of the miracle wrought by Peter and John, which 
was the occasion of the discourse of Peter recorded in 
this passage. Where, when, by whom, and on whom 
was the miracle wrought? What effect did it produce 
on the healed man and on the multitude? Where did 
they all assemble? 

THE CONNECTION, 


The excitement and astonishment which the healing 
of the poor cripple had awakened in tue minds of the 
people, the gathering of such a crowd around the apos- 
tles, and theeager looks, and, very possibly, the anxious 
inquiries of the congregation, asking for an explanation 
of what had occurred, gave Peter the opportunity he de- 
sired of speaking to them of Jesus and the resurrection, 
He addresses them as “ men of Israel” assembled at the 
sanctuary, and representing the Jewish people; and he 
asks why they, whose history was full of the records of 
divine interpositions and miraculous events, and who 
themsélves had lately seen or heard of the wonders 
wrought in their midst, should marvel so much at what 
they now saw; and why they shorld look on him and 
his companion, as if, by any power or viriue in them- 
selves, they had performed the miracle of healing in the 
present instance. He then proceeds with his discourse, 
which forms the subject of 





THE LESSON, 


This second sermon of Peter is similar in form to his 
first on the day of Pentecost. It contains a narrative of 
facts, an exposition of Scripture, a direct appeal to the 
consciences of his hearers, and an earnest exhortation 
to repentance. The apostle shows that the God of their 
fathers had wrought the miracle to glorify his Son; that 
him whom they had denied and crucified, God had raised 
from the dead ; that faith in the name of Jesus, was the 
power which healed the lame man; that by their wicked 
deeds, done in ignorance, the purposes of God’s grace 
had been fulfilled; that repentance would secure for- 
giveness and salvation through Jesus Christ; that the 
coming and reign of Christ was the subject of prophecy ; 
and that to them the highest privileges had been offered. 

The general topic is the power of the name of Jesus 
to heal and save, and the lesson may be studied in the 
following order: (1) Jesus: the name glorified by God; 
(2) Tbe name in which miracles were wrought; (3) The 
name through which salvation is obtained; (4) And the 
name by which prophecy is fulfilled. 

1. THE NAME GLORIFIED BY GOD (12-15). 

This is presented with great vividness and force by 
the preacher, in a contrast between the treatment of 
Jeeus by the Jews as a people, and by God as the cove- 
nant God of their fathers, who formerly revealed himself 
by the prophets, but now speaks by his Son. 


1. What the Jews did. (a) They delivered up Jesus; 


they treacherously and unjustly surrendered him into 
the hands of his enemies, and demanded his trial and 
condemnation. They not only abandoned him but ma- 
liciously and falsely accused him. Not one of them 
spoke in his behalf or stood by him. 

(b.) They denied Jesus; they formally rejected him as 
the Messiah, and regarded him as an impostor and a 
malefactor, and this denial was all the more heinous, 
because it was given in the presence of a heathen ruler, 
who made several sincere, though ine ffsctual attempts to 
release him, because he found no fault in him (Luke 23: 
16-23). 

(ce) They preferred a murderer to Jesus, This was a 
fearful aggravation of the enormity of their guilt in re- 
jecting Jesus. They preferred a miscreant of the worst 
character to “the Holy One and the Just,” and asked, 
as a favor, that he should be released rather than that 
Jesus should live. 

(d.) They killed Jesus, The whole multitude joined in 
the murderous shout, Away with him, crucify him. In 
answer to the expostulations of Pilate, they had assumed 
the responsibility and guilt of the awful deed. There- 
fore they are justly charged with the crime of putting 
him to death. They preferred a murderer, and with a 
murderous spirit ‘killed the Prince of Life.” Mark the 
titles here given to Jesus,—God’s “Son,” “the Holy 
One,” “the Just,” “the Princo of Life” (Psa. 16: 10; 
Acts 7: 52; 22:14; John 10:10; 1:4; Acts 5: 81). 

2. What God has done. (a.) He has raised Jesus from 
the dead, The fact of the resurrection of Jesus was con- 
stantly and earnestly insisted upon by the apostles as 
an important truth, and as a divine attestation of his 
claims as the Messiah, the Son of God (Rom. 1: 4), 
All that the Jews had wilfully and wickedly done, in 
their ignorance, had utterly failed to accomplish their 
ends, but had fulfilled the predicted counsel of God, in 
reference to the sufferings of Christ and the glory that 
should follow. Jesus still lives. Of this glorious fact, 
says Peter, we are all witnesses, having frequently seen 
him after the resurrection and havirg beheld his ascen- 
sion into heaven. 

(0.) He has glorified Jesus. The covenant God of 
Israel, who is also the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, has not only raised him from the dead, but has 
exalted him to his own right hand, given him a name 
that is above every name, and put all things under his 
power (Phil. 2:9; Col. 1:18). Nowthat he is ascended 
and enthroned, Jesus sends his Spirit as a proof of his 
sovereignty; and miracles of mercy glorify him as they 
attest his power and grace. God glorifies his Son Jesus, 
and they only glorify God who honor his Son. 

ll. THE NAME IN WHICH MIRACLES WERE WROUGHT (16-18). 

Jesus himself had performed many miracles, of which 
his own resurrection was the greatest. When he lived 
on earth he healed many, and in heaven he is the same 
Jesus still. Peter, in accounting for what was con- 
fessedly a miracle, affirms it to have been wrought by 
the divine power of him whom they had crucified, but 
whom God had raised and glcrified as the risen Saviour 
of the world, It was Jesus who had made the man 
strong and given him perfect, soundness ; what, as apos- 
tles, they had done, was by power granted by him who 
is the Prince of Life. In his name, not by simply pro- 





nouncing it as though there were any virtue or charm 
in the mere calling of his name, as a spell or incanta- 
tion, but through faith in his name as the Messiah, a 
confident reliance on his power and promises, as the 
Divine Saviour, they had been empowered to heal the 
man. The name of Christ, that is, Christ himself, was 
the cause, faith in him the means of the cure. 

It is the faith of the apostles to which reference is 
made, God honored this faith in his Son by answering 
their desire. So also Christ seeing the faith of certain 
men who brought to him one suffering from palsy healed 
him (Luke 5:20). Whether the cripple had formerly 
heard of Jesus and, when summoned in his name, exer- 
sied faith in him or not, we casnot tell. That he after- 
wards was a true believer there can be little doubt, In 
no other name than that of Jesus can a true miracle be 
performed. 

lll, THE NAME THROUGH WHICH SALVATION IS OBTAINED (19-21, 26), 

The name of Jesus is not only powerful to heal, but 
mighty to save; all his miracles of mercy wrought upon 
the body were emblems of his work upon the soul. In 
him alone can salvation be found. (See golden text ) 
He is able to save unto the uttermost all that come unto 
him, therefore notwithstanding their heinous guilt the 
apostle tenderly urges the Jews to seek salvation through 
him. In order to conciliate and encourage them he ad- 
dresses them as brethren, his “ kinsmen according to the 
flesh ;” and following the example of the Saviour him- 
self, alludes to their ignorance of the full nature of the 
awful guilt which they incurred in crucifying their 
Messiah (Luke 23:34; 1 Cor. 2:8; 1 Tim, 1:13). 

1. The duty.—“ Repent and be converted,”—these two 
words refer to different aspects of the same course of 
conduct, in forsaking the wrong and turning to the 
right. The word “repent” has reference to a change of 
heart; the words “be converted” denote a change of 
life. The one refers to imward affections, the other to 
outward conduct. The latter is the result of the former. 
True repentance implies turning from sin, and following 
Christ. 

2. The motives—The apostle enforces the duty by a vari- 
ety of considerations. 

(a.) The forgiveness of sin. Our Saviour in his last 
commissions to his disciples said “that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in his name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” The expression 
“blotted out,” which is equivalent to forgiveness, or re- 
mission, refers to the practice of erasing or expunging a 
record from a book, or of obliterating a writing from a 
tablet. It suggests vividly the idea of a complete and 
final forgiveness (see Isa. 44:22; Col. 2:14; Rev. 3:5). 
All who believe in Jesus receive the forgiveness of sins 
and are justified from all things (Eph. 1:7; Rom. 3: 24), 

(d.) Spiritual rest ard peace. “Times of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord.” Different interpreta- 
tions are given of these verses, but it seems most natural 
to hold the language as referring to those blessings which 
follow true repentance. The idea is, not to postpone 
repentance until any future time of refreshing, but to 
repent immediately, that the refreshing may be enjoyed, 
that peace, and comfort, and hope, and holy joy, may 
succeed anxiety, sorrow, and fear. The joys of a present 
salvation refresh and strengthen the soul. 

(c) Final redemption at the coming of Christ. The 
apostle directs the thoughts of his hearers not only to 
their precious privileges now, but to the great hope of 
all believers, the second coming of Christ in the future, 
when he shall come to receive all his people to himself, 
that they may be with him forever. In the meantime 
Jesus remains in heaven, and all things spoken of him 
by the prophets are being fulfilled, and he reigns as 
mediator to bless men in turning them from their ini- 
quities, a blessing proffered first to the Jews, 


IV. THE NAME BY WHICH PROPHECY IS FULFILLED (22-25). 


The apostle teaches the unanimity of all the prophets 
in speaking of Christ and his work. He refers specially 
to Moses, a8 one greatly revered by the Jews. He cites 
a prophecy as fulfilled in Christ (Deut, 18: 15-19), and 
then mentions Samuel as the first of a long line of 
prophets, who in succession spoke of Christ, bis coming 
and his kingdom. (In advanced classes ask each for a 
prophecy concerning Christ) Ask in what respects 
Christ was like unto Moses. The harmony of both 
Testaments, and the unity of both dispensations are 
seen in the fact that Christ is the central figure of both. 
His person and work prefigured and predicted in the 
one, are exhibited and recorded in the other. The new 
is the fulfillment and completion of the old. Both form 
one revelation and speak of one Saviour, Jehovah— 
Jesus. As the children of the prophets, the privileges 
and responsibilities of the Jews were very great. To 
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them also the gospel was first proclaimed. Our advan- 
tages are still greater and our responsibilities correspond- 
ingly increased. 

PRACTICAL REMARKS, 

(a.) Look to the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salvation. 
He is an able, willing, and complete Saviour. He can 
save all kinds of sinners from all kinds of sin (Heb. 7: 
25). 

(6.) Adore the Lord Jesus as your exalted mediator. 
God has glorified him. He is our redeemer and our 
king (Rev. 1: 5, 6). 

(c.) Study diligently the prophets, They all speak of 
Jesus. Our Lord himself appealed to them, and ex- 
pounded them (Luke 24: 27). 

(d.) Seek for times of refreshing. You need blessings 
from the presence of the Lord in your own soul, and in 
your daily life. Pray for others too, that they may be 
refreshed (Psa. 51:12; 85: 6). 

(e) Labor for the glory of Christ. It is a high honor 
to bring one soul to Jesus, It is a privilege to heal any 
of his sorrowing ones (Matt. 22:9; 25: 45). 

(f.) Look for Christ’s coming. He will come again. 
He has promised. Prepare to greet him. Have oil in 
your lamps (Matt. 25:13; 2 Pet. 3: 12). 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


AVE the name of the lesson known by the class. 

Get from them the meaning of the word power. 

The names of lessons are uninspired words, it is true, 

but should be taught for several reasons. It is an assist- 

ance to the memory in recalling the lessons and golden 

texts, and when as appropriate and suggestive as this 

one, should by all means be used in connection with the 
truth to be taught. 

It is not wise to attempt often to give an exposition of 
the whole selected passage; few primary classes could 
comprehend it all, or patiently endure the monotony. 

Have last week’s golden text recited. Whose name is 
meant? What man was made strong? Where was the 
man lying? Whosawhim? What did Paster sav? In 
whose name did he say “ Rise up and walk?” Dd the 
man doit? What does the golden text say made this 
man strong? Is that the same name our lesson is about? 
What did the people think who looked on? Who had 
preached a sermon when so many repented and were 
baptized? Where did the people see the man go after 
he was healed? Whom did he go with? What did the 
man doin the temple? When he came out with the 
disciples he held their hands and walked with them on 
the porch of the temple called ‘“Solomon’s porch.” It was 
across the eastern front of the temple where the Beauti- 
fal gate opened into the inner court. The people saw 
the man walking there, and they said to one another, 
“Look—there he is—the beggar who was lame.” And 
more and more people came running to see the men who 
had done such a wonder. Why do you think Peter was 
glad to see so many people? He was always ready to 
speak. Whodo you think he was glad to talk about to 
the crowd ? He knew what the people were thinking; he 
said, “ Ye men of Israel—why do you stand and wonder 
at us, as if by our own powers we had made this man 
to walk?” 

Do you expect the people answered anything? No; 
they stood and looked and listened to hear more. Did 
Peter go on talking to them? He was always glad to 
talk of his Master and Friend, and so he did that day 
on Solomon’s porch, about the very same thing that 
ministers and missionaries, teachers and scholars, fathers 
and mothers are talking of all over the world to-day. 


JESUS’ NAME. 


Peter reminded them of what they had often heard, 
but many did not believe it had truly come. Peter said, 
“You are Jews, children of Abraham ; your own great 
Moses said, ‘God shall raise up one to be a prophet to 
teach you, listen to him, and do all he shall say to you,’ 
Samuel and all the prophets told you of these days that 
have come. Now, when you see these works done in 
Jesus’ name why do you wonder? The God of Abra- 
ham has kept his promise and sent his Son,” 

Had the Jews believed he was the Son of God? Had 
they listened to him? Had they loved him? Peter 
was not afraid to tell them exactly what they had done, 
When Pilate wanted to release Jesus whom did they 
choose to go free in his place? Peter reminded them 
that they chose a murderer, instead of the one who could 
give life: he who had killed others was set free, and he 
who gave his life to save the world was killed. Could 
+ Apa destroy him who was called the Prince of 


Who said “I am the way, the truth, and the life?” 





They killed him, and when loving hands had buried 
him the Jews got Pilate to seal the stone and set a guard 
of soldiers to watch the grave. Could that keep Jesus in 
the tomb? Question the children and let them tell 
some incidents of the resurrection. Peter told the people 
this when he said, after he told of their wickedness: 
“ God having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless 
you.” How? The poor man had been blessed with 
health and strength ; they saw the power of Jesus’ name 
to bless the body; but when the cured man walked in 
and praised God in the temple, do you think he gave 
thanks for anything else? What? 

What is the meaning of the name Jesus? Seven 
hundred years before this, the provhet Isaiah told of the 
time of joy coming when a child should be born, whose 
name should be Wonderful, the Mighty God, the Prince 
of Peace, and he should reign forever on the throne of 
David. When did God promise that to David? Then, 
just before the child was born in Bethlehem, an angel 
told what the name of the little baby should be, “ Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus; for he shall save his people 
from their sins.” What other name do we call him 
which means, He shall save? 

Would he save those wicked people who had crucified 
him? Peter told them, in that same talk, how Jesus 
would bless them: “God having raised up his Son 
Jesus, sent him to bless you in turning away every one of 
you from his iniquities,” 

What is iniquity? How many does God want to have 
turn from sin? 

We have had three golden texts all spoken by Peter 
about this precious name.. The first one tells who can 
be saved, and how to be saved, by this name. Have it 
recited, ‘‘ Whosoever shall call...” Review upon 
that lesson, and the meaning of Repent, as given two 
weeks previous to this. If you can do so without breaking 
the connection between the three texts, tell how often 
Peter said, R :pent;—tell how well he knew the need of 
sorrow for every sin-sick soul ; call up how he sinned in 
his denials of Christ. Could he ever forget how after 
that dreary midnight in the judgment-hali Jesus turned 
and looked at him? Nota word spoken, but that look 
made him repent, and he went out and wept bitterly. 
What could soothe such sorrow except to call on the 
name of Jcsus for forgiveness? 

The next golden text shows how faith in Jesus’ name 
had mad; the lame man strong. Show from it that we 
must not only repent, but believe. By some review ques- 
tions, let the children themselves prove that the power 
of Jesus’ name, iad saved the lame man ; would save the 
Jews who had crucified Christ; wil/ save whosoever will 
repent and believe. Then teach and apply the golden 
text of to-day: that to repent and believe in Christ is 
the only way to be saved. 

Many other ways have been tried; the heathen bowing 
before_his idols, torturing himself with sufferings—all in 
vain. Some have tried to live perfect lives, doing good 
to others and keeping from outward wickedness; but all 
have sinned, for without faith in Christ it is impossible 
to please God. 

It would be well with this golden text, to teach the 
hymn, 

“NO OTHER NAME” 
One offer of salvation 
To all the world made known, 
The only sure foundation 
Is Christ the corner-stone. 
Cuorvs. 
No other way is given, 
No other way is known; 
*Tis Jesus Christ the first and last, 
He saves, and he alone. 

The few verses so simple and easy that any little child 
could quickly memorize them, contain the very truth this 
lesson is meant to teach, and perhaps will be remembered 
long after all the other words of to-day have been for- 
gotten. 

If there is time for more instruction much might be 
given, based upon the following Scripture: 

Above every name: Phil. 2: 9-11. 
The Comforter, in his name? John 14: 26. 
Prayer answered in his name: John 14: 13, 14, 


Power given in his name: John 1: 12 
Remembrance promised: Mal. 3: 16. 


It cannot he objected that these few references require 
research or explanations bayond the capacity of children. 


They are so plain as to need few words of comment, yet | 


so tender the thoughts they suggest that they seem es. 
pecially true for such as Jesus took in his arms. 

Tell them that when Jesus was in the temple the 
children sang his praises, and the same name shall be 
praised in heaven forever and ever. But we do not wait 
to go to heaven to have all the blessings his name will | 
give. 





What was sent to the disciples on the day of Pente- 
cost and came in tongues of flames? What did a golden 
text say they should be baptized with? Before Jesus 
left his disciples he promised “the Holy Ghost whom 
the Father will send in my name.” In whose name do 
we always pray? The Father in heaven loves to hear 
little voices lisping Jesus’ name in prayer. Taen to 
those who believed on his name he gave power. When 
the disciples saw him working wonders he said, ‘He 
that believeth on me, greater works than these shal! he 
do.” When three thousand were baptized in one day from 
the preaching of his name, these were greater works than 
any in his life. 

But he does not expect great works from little chil- 
dren; there is a sweet promise to those who think on 
his name. You can do that, can’t you? When Peter 
preached he said, “ Repent, that your sins may be blotted 
out.” Every sin is written down, but if repented of, 
will be blotted out forever. But something else will be 
written and kept in the book of Ramembrance, even the 
names of “those that feared the Lord and thought on 
his name.” 

Do you love that name above every name? Ten 
your own very name, the one your mother calis you so 
lovingly, will be written and remembered forever before 
the Lord; and they whose names are written shall be 
his own, when he makes up the jewels to be his choicest 
treasures rreiah remnant 


BIBLE LIGHTS ‘ON THE LESSON. 
Men of Israel . 


\. 12 . Ye men of Israel. hear these words, 

fd pon 2:22 .. . Men and brethren, children of the stock 
of Abraham, Acts 13: 26 . Lalso am an Israelite, of the seed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin, Rom, 11: 1. 

V. 18. God of Abraham . . . Tam the God of thy father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, Ex.3:6... 
O ye seel of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen. 
He isthe Lord our God, Psa. 105:6,7 ... I am the God of Abra 
hem, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, Matt. 22: 32 
Wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, Heb. 11: lf 


Glor fied his Son . . . The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
all things into his hand, John 3: 35 . For the Fa her judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son; that all men 
should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father, John 5: 22, 23 

. When Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that these 
things were written of him, John 12:16. . . Now is the Son of man 
glor'fied, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, 
God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify 
him, John 13:31, 82 . . . Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, 
that thy Son also may glorify thee, John 17: 1. 

V. 14. The Holy One... 2 Neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption, Psa.16:10 . . . I know thee who thou art, the 
Holy One of God, Mark 1: 2t . For such a high priest became 
us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, Heb. 
7:26... Jesus Christ the righteous, 1 John 2:1... . These things 
saith he that is holy, Rev. 3: 7. 

Vv. 15. Prince of Life... In him 
would have given thee living water, 
that I shall give 


was life, John 1:4... He 
John 4:10... The water 
» him shall be in him a well of water spring ng up 


into everlasting life, John 4:14... For asthe Father hath life in 
himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself, John 
5:26 ... I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never per 


ish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand, John 10: 28 
. Iam the resurrect'on, and the life, John 11: 25 . Tam the 
way, the truth, and the life, John 14:6... Christ, who is our 
life, Col. 3: 4. 
V. 16. Hisname ... In the name of Jesus Christ of 
rise up and walk, Acts 3: 6 


Nazareth, 
. By what power, or by what name, 
have ye done this? Acts 4:7 . By the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth . . doth this man stand here before you whole, Acts 4: 10 

. That signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy 
child Jesus, Acts 4: 30 . Leommand thee in the name of Jesus 
Christ, to come out of her, Acts 16:18 .. . In my name shall they 
cast out devils; they shall speak with other tongues, Mark 16; 17 


V. 17. Through ignorance . . . Father, forgive them; 
not what they do, Luke 23:34 . . . Do the rulers indeed know that 
this is the very Christ? Howbeit we know this man whence he is: 
but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is, John 


for they know 


7: 26,27... They answered and said unto him, {Nicodemus} Art 
thou also of Galilee? Search and look: for cut of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet, John 7:52 . . . They have not known the Father, nor me, 
John 16: 3, 


V. 19. Times of refreshing . . . He shall come down like rain upon 
the mown grass; as showers that water the earth, Psa. 72:6... 
The redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with sin 


ging upto 
Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head; they shall ob 
tain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shail fi Awa 
Isa. 51: 11 . And it shall*come to pass in that day, that t.e 
mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shail flow with 
milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a foun 
tain shall come forth of the house of the Lord, and shal] water the 
valley of Shittim, Joel 3:18 . . . In that day there shal: be a foun 
tain opened to the heen of David, and to the inhabitants of Jeru 
salem, for sin and uncleanness, Zech, 15: 1. 
V. 21. Zimes of restitution . . . And I will restore thy judges as at 
the first, and thy counsellors as at the begi nning, Isa, 1: <6 . He 


shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he shall purify the 
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold ond silver, that they may offer 


unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering 
of Judab and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of 
old, and as in former years, Mal.3:3,4 .. . Elias truly shall first 


come, and restore all things, Matt. 17: 11. 


V. 26. Sent him to bless . . . He shall send Jesus Christ, Acts 3; 20 


. In thy seed shall ail the kindreds of the earth be blessed, Acts 

. God so loved the world, that he gave his only begoiten 

re that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life, John 3:16 , 


. Lam sure that, when I come unte 











a he woes 





262 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 





(Vol. XVIIL, No. 17. 








you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessings of the gospel of 
Christ, Rom. 15:29 . . . Ble-sed be the God and Father of cur Lord 
Jesus Chri-t. who hath blessed us with all spiitual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ Eph 1:3... Forthe grace of God that 
bringeih salvation hath appea ed to all men, Titus 2: 11. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
OTS 3:12 Why look ye on us f—The us, by ita posi- 
tion in the s nience, as well as ty the context, is 
mads emphatic. Peter endeavors to turn the curivsity 
and interest in himself, manifested by the staring of the 
crowd. to good account to their spiritual benefit. Ovn- 
trast Peter's course here, in turning attention from him- 
self, with Carist’s course in Luke 4: 16-22, when all eyes 
were fixed upon him, in accepting and concentrating 
this atteniion up »n himself, Oue was the herald, and the 
other the king. — Abbott. 


As though by our power.—Peter pu's away from himself 
the attrivu. ion ot power, whether physical cr merito- 
rious, and ascribes the whole to G.id and Ohrist the 
Lord.—H. de Bukentop. 


The Holy Spirit had bestowed on Peter and John the 


greet of humility as well as the gift of tongues.— Wurds- 
worth, 


Holiness —Meaning religious attachment to the worship 
of Gud. D>» not think we have wrought this miracle by 
any power of our own; or that any super-eminent piety 
in us should have induced God thus to honor us, by 
enabling us to work it.—A. Clarke. 


13. The God of Abraham, etc.—The apostles having 
shown that it was not by their own authority that tbi- 
miracle was done, it became necersary to declare whu 
was indeed the author of it, As his hearers were Jews, 
and as the new religion was to be perfective of the old 
S. Peter's arguments might be expected to be such as 
should in a national view strongly interest their atten 
tion. He commences therefore with a declaration, tha: 
“the God of their fathers,” whom he mentiuns by a 
well-known and endearing appeliation. “The God. of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob,” had glorified in 
an especi:| manner, ‘ His S nm Jesus”: emphatically his 
Son, as he bad been so declared by a voice from heaven, 
* Tais is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 
(Matt. 8: 17).—Brewoter, 


Denied him.—Refused to acknowledge him as the 
Christ.—Newcome, 


Roafused to have him released to you.— Hammond, 


14. The Holy One and the Just.—Titles given to the 
Moers ab (Psa 16:10; isa. 53:11, ete.), That Jesus hac 
deserved these iities was acknowledged even by Pilate 
(Luke 23:14 15).—Lendon Notes, 


He speaks of the one Jesus He was holy, in respect 
to his being the servant or minister of God, whom Gd 
hath glorified ... Tne same was “the Just One” (ch. 
7:52; 22:14), even in the judgment of Puate.—Bengel. 


Him who alone was truly holy and just.— Whitby. 


Jn sired a murderer —Not this man, you cried, bat 
Baraboss! Aud Barabbas was a robber, and not a 
robber only but a murderer. He had committed mur- 
der in the insurrection, It is true, you did not witb 
your own hands take that sacred blood: but God sees 
through these s: phistries, and counts as done by you 
that which you gut done.— Vaughan, 


15. Prince of ‘ife —The word prince isa literally leader. 
then the proyenor of a race, then the originator, the one 
from whom anything, whether good or bad. proceeds 
This appears to be iis sense here and in Heb. 12: 2, 
“ Author «f faith.” Christ is the author of life, as he is 
also the /eader into life eternal, bewwg the first-fruics of 
them that rose from the dead (1 Cor, 15: 23) —Adbdoté, 


The per-on sent by God to lead you to eternal life, 
having purchased it by his death, showed the way to it 
by his doctrine, and being appointed to di-pense it to 
his faithful servants (Heb. 2:10; 5: 9) — Whitby, 


16. Through faith ... the faith, eto—Faith is twice 
men'ion d iu this verse, because of the apostles’ faith iv 
perf rming the miracle, aud the cripple’s faith in receiv- 
ing it.— Lightfoot 


Given him this perfect soundness —And we now declare 
unto you, that tbe power, through which we have so 
wondrously and perfectly restored this man, whom ye al) 
knew to be a cripple, wes given to us*by the same Jesus 
Ri by his authority and power alone it is that we act.— 

2. 

18, All his prophets —That is, the prophets as a whole 
Many O.d Tesiawent writers distinctly foretell the suf- 
ferings and death of the Messiah (Luke 24:27). The 
entire history of the Jews, however, msy be regarded as 
typical, and thus all the ancient prophets may be said to 
have spoken of Christ.— Green, 


19 Times of refreshing —The times of refreshing here 
epcken «f ard the times cf the restitution of all things 
at verse 21, acem to mean the same thing. — Pearce. 


The times when ye shall be cheered, revived, and 
abundantly satisfied with the presence and enjoyment of 
God, at the last day.—<&. Clarke. 


The time of Corist’s second coming, to give unto all 
his servants rest with him after their troubles and perse- 
cutions in this world (2 Thess. 1: 6 8).— Whitby. 

The direct result of believing would be that the king- 
dom of the Messiah, with its refreshment to weary souls 
and the jovs of bis presence, would be established upon 
earth (2 Pet. 3; 12),— Green, 


20 He shall send Jesus Christ.—Ohrist is to come 





again. This was theif great expectation, according as 
the angels announced it at the Ascension (ch. 1: 11) 
He is w come for the fioal consummation at the last 
judgment. Peter declares that the times of refreshing 
are connected with this. The millennial times, when, 
according to the fulness of J el’s prophecy, the Spirit 
shall be poured out upon all fi sh, will be a coming of 
Christ in power ard glory to reign. And this shall 
usher in the c nsummation—the restoration or restitu- 
tion of all things promised by the oo Thus he 
wuld “restore the kingdom to Israel” .— Jacobus. 


24 From Samuel —Samuel is reckoned the first of the 
prophets after Moses, because prophecy from the death 
of Moses to the rising of Samuel was very rare (1 Sam. 
3:1, 2), and because he was the first prophet after Moses 
who wrote his prophecies. — Lightfoot. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


HY MARVEL?—The people were amazed at what 

they saw done to this lame man. We sometimes 
see exhibitions of so-called magic. Men by sleight of 
hand merely do things which seem impossible to us. 
How much more would we marvel did we see a man 
whom we knew to have been lame for years, suddenly 
leap up in perfect health and power. 

THE SON GLORIFIED.—It is quite common at the mis 
sions in the lowest parts of our ci‘ies, to take the photo- 
graphs of children when they are first brought under 
the care cf these charities. There they stand in all their 
rags, and wretchedness, and dirt. Sorry pictures they 
make. But when they have been washed, and newly 
clothed, and well-fed for a time, it is usual to have an- 
other picture taken. The two then are put side by side 
to illustrate the work of the mission. In comparison 
with what he was, the child scems glorified in that second 
picture. Persons hardly recognizs him. What must 
Jesus be now that he really is glorificd? When he was 
here on earth he was glorious, though in his poverty 
and toil; what must he be now that God hath glo- 
tified him ? 


DENIED THE HOLY ONE.—There are two claures here 
which illustrate what it is to deny Christ. “ Ye denied 
the Holy Ose... and desired a murderer.” Christ 
and Barabbas were set before the peop'e that they might 
choose one of them, who should be set at liberty, the 
other to be crucified. Here was a choice whether Jesus 
or another, should be taken. Jesus was denied. If we 
are called to chooee between Jesus and some sinful in- 
dulgence, and if we prefer the indulgence to Jesus, then 
we teodeny him. A young lady was very anxious about 
her soul. But, she had been invited to a party, and she 
had to choose between it and the prayer-meeting ; or, as 
she felt it, she had to choose between self-indulgence 
and Jesus. She denied Jesus, and to-day she is still 
careless and unconverted. 

His NAME.—If a man has no business credit of his 
own, he can be made strong bythe name of some first- 
class man, Had a beggar made out a note for $10 000 
it would have been a waste of paper. The note would be 
worthless. But had the late A. T. Stewart put his name 
across the back of that note, anybody would have cashed 
it. His name could make a man strong, for that name, 
so used, stood for the man and the means it represented 
So the name of Jesus stands for Jesus himself with all 
he has, and all he is. 

SINS BLOTTED OUT —S2e Isa. 44: 22. It was common 
among the ancients to write upon tablets covered with 
wax. When they wished to blot out what they had 
written, they used the flat end of the iron pen, and thus 
obliterated every trace of it. Thus the sins of all those 
who repent and accept Jcsus are blotted out. 

Tue oNLY Saviougn.—If but one medicine can cure, 
he who neglects that remains sick. If but one man can 
pardon, he who despises him remains in condemnation 
If there is but one path homeward, he who takes another 
remains astray. So he who does not accept this only 
Saviour, Jesus, is hopelessly lost. 


Power IN A Worr —In martial law the “ password ” 
is of great account, He who has it may pass anywhere 
undisturbed. Without it he is checked at once. “ Jesus” 
s the password for the Caristian, In this he conquers. 
L'ke the army of Constantine, which bore aloft a cross, 
with the sentence, “In this sign, conquer ;” 80 we lift 
Jesus’ name on high, and conquer all foes. 


SENT TO BLEss.—Jesus Christ claimed that he was sent 
to bless men, and two illustrations of his «ffurt to bless 
appear in the opening verses of Luke 15. Like the 
shepherd seeking the lost sheep, or like the woman seek- 
ing the kst coin, so Jesus seeks those whom he may 
bless. A very benevolent man in New York was accus 
tomed every morning to pray that God would send some 
one to him, to whom he might do good. Many were 


sent, and much good was done, but Jesus came “ to seek 
and to save the lost,” and to this day he carries on this 
work, 





BLACKBOARD, 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON, 
PETER’S TESTIMONY: 
HY MARVEL YE AT THIS? 
HY LOOK YE ON Us? 
E CAN DO NOTHING 
ITHOUL CHRIST. 


FNIED THE HOLY ONE. 
YE hess A MURDERER. 

ELIVERED UP CHRIST. 

ETERMINED HIS DEATH. 


ATH GLORIFIED 

Is SON, JESUS. 
GOD ATH RAISED 

IM FROM THE DEAD. 


PROCLAIMED. 
DENIED. 

KILLED. 

RAISED TO LIFE. 
SAVES, 
FORETOLD. 


GIVEN TO T 
0 RECEIVED FROM 
BY AND BY WITH e 


BY OHARLES T. KISSAM. 


ETER ANSWERED THE r 
EOPLE. 


OD HATH 
LORIFIED HIS SON. 


VE i ery A MURDERER. 
ENIED THE HOLY ONE, 





E ARE HIs 
ITNESSES. 
fADE CATRONG. 
FAITH | AN OUND. 


: HIUDREN 
YE ARE () (orm 


ELNANT. 


Geers (ioe slidds 
» Q) VU. 
GOD AVE YOU. LORY. 





THE RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS. 
{From Bonar’s Thoughts and Themes. ] 


HIS glory [of the latter day] is described by a two- 
T fold figure. ; 

(a.) Times of refreshing The earth is parched, dried 
up, physically and morally. There has been a long 
«rought, with few and partial showers. All things are 
withering; the whole creation groans; the church is 
parched; humanity is parched: all nations and kin- 
dreds, Jew and Gentile, are parched. But this is to be 
reversed. The windows of heaven are to be opened; the 
abundance of rain is to be given. The face of nature is 
to revive (see Isa 35; Hs. 14:5; Joel 3:18; Amos 9: 
13). Of this refresning there are to be “times ;” it is 
not 80 much one as many; ages of refreshing; and all 
this “from the presence of the Lord.” It is at tbe Lord’s 
return that this begins; and it is during his presence 
here that this is to goon. And if an absent Lord has 
done so much, what will not a present Lord do? He 
will come down like raia upon the mown grass, like 
showers that water the earth (2 Sam. 23: 4; Psa. 72: 
6-16). 

ib) Times of restitution of all things. Restitution 
means setting things to rights; a* when it is said of the 
man with the withered hand, “ His hand was restored 
whole as the other.” Tais is tha bringing back of Para- 
dise; restoring and re-organ‘zing all thines under the 
dominion of the second Adam (1) Zarth is to be set 
to right (Rom. 8:19). (2) Ieree! is to be set to right 
(Pan 58:6; Isa 54: 11-14; 60: 1-22). (3) The Gen- 
tiles shall be set to right (Psa. 72:8; Dan 7: 148) (4) 
The church shall be set torght (1 Thess. 4:16; Rev. 
20) She shall be saved glorified, crowned. Thus all 
things above and beneath shall share in the sestitution, 
— ‘New heaven and a new earth.” Hence it is said, 
“Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad,” 


etc. 

Up till the time of this restitution, Christ is to remain 
in heaven. But when the fulness of the time is come 
then he descends, and the voice is heard, “ Behold, 
make all things new.” . & , 

For that coming we wait; for that restitution we wait ; 
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God. Are our desires really toward it? There is a 
glorious time coming. All men count onit. A millen- 
‘um is in the creed of everybody. But what is it to be? 
A mere triumph of art, and science, and human intel- 
lect; of music, and painting, and philosophy, and litera- 
ture, with cathedrals to shed a rel‘gious light on all? 
That would be man’s millenium. The triumph of infi- 
delity, or pantheism, atheism? Toat would be Satan’s 
millenium. Toe triumph of religion and morality? 
Taat would be the millenium of the greater portion of 
‘he professing church. But God’s millenium is that in 
which Christ is present and personal king —in which 
the Spirit is poured out universally —and Christ reigns 





supreme in hearts and nations everywhere, 
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WORDS OF WORKERS. 


eo 


THE SECRETARY AND HIS WORK. 
THE CALL FOR HIS SERVICE. 
H. Clay Trumbull, in The National Sunday School Teacher.) 


[ 

T HE record of a good Sunday-+chool should be one of 
i its chief incentives and helps to progress. What has 
been done in and through a school often settles the 
question of what may reasonably be expected of that 
school, Judicious going forward depends many times 
on wise looking backward—not such lookiog back as 
that of Lot’s wife in her sinful love of Sodum, which 
brought her ruin; nor as that of the children of Israel, 
when they remembered “the fish” which they “did eat 
in Egypt freely, the cucumbers, and the melons, and the 
leeks, and the oniony, and the garlick,’ and complained 
at the contrast of God’s present ministry to them; but 
such lookir g back as Moses called God’s people to, when 
he said, ‘“‘Tnou shalt remember all the way which the 
Lord thy God led thee;” “ Remember the days of old, 
consider the years of many generations; ask thy father 
and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will tell 
thee ;” or as David commended when he declared of 
God’s dealings with his ancient people, “We will not 
hide them from their children, showirg to the genera- 
tion to come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, 
and his wonderful works that he bath done,” God re- 
peatediy directed Israel to set up some memorial pillar 
or stones, or to establish some feast or fast, to keep in 
mind particular mercies or judgments of his, “ that the 
generation to come might know them, even the children 
which should be born, who should arise and declare 
them to their children.” 

When our Lord Jesus would quicken the faith of his 
doubting disciples, he reminded them of his former 
works, saying, Do ye not remember when I broke the 
five loaves among five thousand, how many baskets full 
of fragments took ye up?” Even St. Paul himself who 
deciares, “‘ This one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize 
of our high calling of God in Christ Jesus,”—that same 
apostle looks over all the story of the fathers and mo- 
thers in Israel, and recounts in glowing terms the deeds 
of Abel, and Enaocb, and Noah, and Abraham, and 
Isagc, and Jacob, and Rahab, and Samson, and David, 
and ail the other mighty men and wumen of God, “ who 
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous- 
ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,” 
and he holds up the inspiring record of those who were 
before us and yet are about us now, as an incentive to 
perseverance io the Caristian strugg e, sayiag, ‘‘ Where- 
fore seeing we also are coumpassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset ur, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us.,’’ 


IMPORTANCE OF HIS WORK, 
{H. Clay Trumbull, in The Sunday School Worid.| 


The value of a good secretary in a Sanday-school is 
by no means sufficiently recognized. Unless the sta- 
tistics of a Sunday-school are well kept, the school is 
not likely to be well managed. If we would care for all 
the scholars in a Sunday-school, we must know who the 
schoiars are. We cannot be sure of knowing them if we 
have no list of them. If we would look after the absent 
ones, we should know who are absent, and where they 
liye. We cannot know this unless we have a schoul 
register and a faithful record of school attendance. 
Many a Sunday-scivvl is poorly managed, and many 
scholars are lost w ihe schools because of a lack of sys- 
tem and thoroughness in the records of schoul member- 
ship aud attendance. 

In a paper on “The value of statistics in the Sunday- 
school work,” presented to the New York State Sunda 
School Convention, at Binghampton, Major E. E, Si 
said with pertinency, that “accurate statistics can only 
be had in a school that is methodically organized. True 
systematic organization is not at all open to the cry of 
too mach machinery. Better have too much machinery 
than too much looseness. A loose guerilla system of 
warfare wiil never var quish the enemy.” It cannot be 
too elearly understood .hat there is no superior sanctity 
in sloveniiness, Indeed the cry against “too much ma- 
chinery” in religious work comes far more frequently 
from the indoient than from the spiritually minded. It is 
cvmmonly a cover to sloth and indifference, not the evi- 
dence of zeal aud reliant faith, He who trusts God is 
willing to work When “the high praises of God” are 
in his mouth, he wants, with David, “‘a two-edged 
sword” in his hand. If scholars are in his charge he 
wants to know them and note them, to learn their resi- 
dences, to observe and mark their attendance, to prepare 
bimseif on each leesun he would teach them, and to follow 
them up whe. they absent themselves frum his class. 
Waat one teacher should do for his class, the superin- 
tendent should, by his secretary, do for uhe entire school. 
Well-kept statistics are an important part of good Sun- 
day-school machinery. Let no schoul be without them. 


HIS QUALIFICATIONS AND DUTIES, 
[From Pardee’s Index Work.] 


This indispensable officer of the school is a sort of 
clerk or beiper to the superintendent, 1. He should 
be a good accountant, prompt, watchful, and attentive, 
He snould keep a record of the atvendance. 2. He 
should make a note of the opening exercises, with the 
pames of those who participace, and any interesting cir- 
cumstances connecied with them, %. He should record 





the names of all the scholars and teachers who have 
been or are now connected with the school, and note 
everything of their changes in % and history ; especi- 
ally their profession of religion, Inavriage, etc.—keeping 
up a corr-spondencs with them. This record book will 
become very valuable as the years roll on, since it in 
cludes parents’ names, every removal and death, etc, 
etc 4 He will also count the number of scholars and 
teachers present, enter it in the minute book, and note 
the absentees. 5 He should write uv the class: booke, 
and deliver them to the teackers. 6 He should enter in 
the minute-bouk the names of the visitors, especially if 
the pastor be one of them; note the addresses, the kind 
of weather, and all items affecting the school. 7. Hs 
should give certificates of dixmissal to every teacher or 
acholar about to remove to another place, recommending 
them to the Christian fellowship of those who love 
Christ’s lambs. 8 He should know every scholar, so 
that he can check them off without asking the tercher 
the name, and should hava a quick, vigilant eye, not 
only for his own duties, but also in order to commani- 
cate valuable suggestions respecting the school to the 
superintendent 9 In the absence of the suparinten- 
dent, he may sometimes take his place in the charge of 
the school, except in the case of very large schoola, 
which may r.qaire an assistant to the superintendent. 


THE MAN FOR THE PLACE. 
{From Prof. John 8. Hart's Sunday School Idea.} 


Many superintendents perform the daty of secretary 
themselves. If the school is very small, and no suit- 
able person can be obtained for the purpose, the su- 
perintendent may have to do this work. But I am not 
now speaking of such schools, or of such extreme cases 
Ia the great maj rity of cases, where there is no secre- 
tary to keep the records of the school, it is because the 
superintendent i+ an immethodical man, with loose 
habits of business, and does not see the importance of a 
systematic and careful record of what is done in the 
school. Clear aad correct minutes of attendance and of 
proceedings add greatly to the efficiency of the school, 
and are as impurtant to it as to other kinds of business. 
Such minutes, if fuil and accurate, help not only to 
measure progress, but to guide in decidiog practical 
quesii ns, But to be of any use they ought to be made 
with care and ueatness, and from actual observation on 
the spt. If the school is a large one, collecting the 
facta wnich ought to be registered and reducing them to 
record is work enough to occupy the time of one person 
during the whole session of the sch ol, The sup-rin- 
tendent’s time in school is too valuable, and is too much 
needed for other purposes, to be occupied with these 
details. In almost every congregation there is some 
you: g man of quiet, gentlemanly habits, accustomed to 
business, perhaps a clerk or accountant. in a mercantile 
firm, who, though not a member of church, and not will- 
ing or perhaps not suited to act as a teacher, yet feels an 
interest in the school, and would take a pleasure in thus 
making his good penmanship and his business habits 
contrioute to the promotion of the cause. Ove of the 
special benefits of the Sunday-school work is that it 
gives employment to much precicvus talent that would 
otherwise go 10 waste, Every young man that can be 
utiliz.d by occupations like these is so much positive 
gain. The supeintendent, in selecting his secretary, 
ought to have an eye to this, so as not only to secure a 
valuable assistant, but to bring into the field of useful- 
ness one who would otherwise be standing idle, 


NEED OF HIS WORK, 
{From The Sunday School. By Louise Davids, ] 


The records of a Sunday-school are generally much ne- 
giected, Nothing can be a surer mark of an ill- regulated 
school than for children to be absent for months and 
their names still to be retained on the books; and, prob- 
ably, one cause cf this prevalent want of accuracy arises 
from many schools not having secretaries whose place 
and duty it is to keep the books in order. 

Besides the admission book, it is necessary in large 
schools, to keep an alphabetical index of the names, aud 


register number of the children, according to the an- 
nexed form: 


Names, Register No. 
Carter, James . ‘ F 95 
Chignell, William ., ° ° 142 | 
Corbold, John . ’ . F 325 


$25 
A ue Pes iN | 


This index is useful in cases of re-admission. Suppose 
that John Puge, afver being in London one year, returns 
to the echoui of waich he was formerly a member; in 
the index his name is found, “Page, John, 104;” the 
admission book is referred to, aud he is re-epte:ed, with 
bis original number, For want of some such plan of 
reference, the same children are often admitied as fresh 
scholars four or ave times, A superintendent will tell 
you, “700 scholars have passed through the school,” 
when, pernaps, there have not been abuva 400 different 
children; many having been re-admictted twice, or 
oftener, To such an extent does this evil prevail, that 
we believe it is impossible to ascertain, with any accur- 
acy, the total number of schulars that have passed 
through our schools. Children living at « distance from 
the school oiten leave every winter, returning in a few 
months, and are admitted, each recurring spring, as fresh 
scholars, An instauce occurred, where the same child 
was admitted nu fewer tnan e/even times. The superia- 
tendent asserted, that in five years he had admitted up- 
wards of 1000 children, Oa being asked what had 
become of them, as be had nut more than 150 remaining, 








he was quite at a loss what to answer. The books were 
investigate1: and, after much trouble, it was proved to 
the satisfaction of all but the poor superintendent, that 
400 would have been nearer the mark than 1000. The 
error of over-stating numbers, as weil as over-estimating 
success, is so lamentably frequent, that we never believe 
a statement of Sundsy schoul numbers till we have ex- 
amined into its correctness. Superintendents and secre- 
taries would do well to purge themselves from this stain 
on their honesty and faithfulness as quickly as may be. 
HIS A°POINTMENT. 
[From the London Sunday School Union Hand Book, 


The appointment of the school secretary is to be made 
in the same maoner as that of the 5 amg gee 
He should be present a sufficient time before the com- 
mencement of the school to complete all the nece-sary 
arrangements, so that the engagements may always com- 
mence exactly at the time appointed He is to have 
charge of all of the school books; to enter the names, 
residences, and other particulars connected with the chil- 
dren, on their admission ; to keep the school record duly 
written up every Suaday, and to copy the attendance of 
teachers and scholars from the ciass-registers iato the 
roli-book, weekly or otherwise, as may be determined. 
A weekly entry from the class-registers is much to be pre- 
ferred. He is regularly to examine the ciass-registers, 
and write out a list of such scholars as were a sent on 
the preceding Sunday, and n6t accounted for; giving a 
jist of the names to their respective teachers for visita- 
tion. At the end of every quarter he is to carry forward 
in the roll-book the names of those teachers and scholars 
who continue in the school; transferring the names of 
such as have been removed to other classes. He is, at 
the same pericd, to copy out the names of the teachers 
and scholars iato each of the class-registers, and make 
the corrections rendered necessary by any changes of 
residence. He should prepare reports of tne numbers of 
teachers and scholars, and render such assistance to the 
superintendent as may be required. He shvuld make 
arrangements with the teachers, so that all the school 
books and requisites may be put into their proper piaces 
in an orderly manner ; and aiso see that the schooiroom 
is left in a state of safety. He should obtain from the 
committee the needful orders to secure a timely provision 
of school books and other requisites ; and keep each class 
properly supplied witn such as may be needed. If other 
arrangements be not made, he should procure and sup- 
ply those suitable periodicals or books waich teachers or 
scholars may desire to purchase, 


THE NATURE OF HIS RECORD. 
{From Eggleston’s Sunday School Manual.} 


This should be simple, but full. There should bea 
careful register of the name and residence of each 
teacher, and the number of the class, together with the 
date of the entrance of each as a teacher in that school, 
and it might be weil to revord also the previous experi- 
ence of each teacher. In a large school, an alphabetical 
list might be of value. There should be a record of the 
attendance each Sunday of every individual teacher and 
scholar, with columns for a quarterly report of the atten- 
dance of each. There should be a culumn at the bottom, 
in which the total attendance of each class for each 
Saboath might be recorded. There should be a place 
for the temporary entry of the names of new scholars 
with the names of those introducing them, 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF HIS WORK. 
(H, Clay Trumbull, in The Congregationalist.} 

A set of records lie before me as I[ write... . They 
tell of a littie school among the hills in a back country 
district of New Eog\and, with an average attendance of 
about — scholars, for more than thirty years, The 
same man has superintended that school in ail the time, 
His record shows the atteadance of every scholar for 
each Sabbath of the entire period. And every scholar’s 
name has a half-page in an indexed ledger, where is 
noted whatever facts are of special interest co those who 
taught and loved that scholar. That school, smail as it 
is, would never have been kept up these thirty years, 
with so uniform attendance, except with the aid of com- 
plete records, and the systematic fuilowing up of those 
who were properly its charge... . 

This record of the attendance of the individual 
scholars, week by week, is indispensable to success in 
the Sunday-echool. No school can be well kept up 
without it. The general record—in ledger form—of the 
history of scholars, is not thus all-important, but it is of 
great value. Such a record enables Dr. Tyng to point 
to more than fifty ministers of the gospel, who have been 
led along from his infant-class intu the pulpit ; and more 
than a thousand of his scholurs who have entered the 
fold of Jesus, And such records enabled George H. 
Stuart, of Philadeipnia to tell, some years since, of 
twenty-five ministers of Obrist, nine missionaries to 
India and China, and five others in preparation for the 
ministry, already from his Sunday-scnool during his 
connection with it; the First Church Sunday-schvol of 
Norwich, Conn., to name twenty-six ministers and mis- 
sionaries from its membership in its first half century ; 
Mrs. Bartlett, in Mr. Spurgeon’s church, to show up- 
wards of six nundred admissivas to thas church from 
her single Bible-class in six years; and many other 
schools and workers to report like evidences of success, 
, “Toiak of the delight which could be yours,” 
says R N. Oollins, in The Teacher’s Companion, “ if at 
some future period you should thus be enabied to detail 
with accuracy to your feliow teachers, the youthiul 
characteristics of one, who, having received inscruction 
from your lips, had become in mature years as useiul 
and honored as Swartz and Ma.iya, or Brainerd aud 
Morrison,” 
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Nor1ogn.—SUBSORIBERS WHO DO NOT WISH THEIR 
PAPER DISCONTINUED WILL NEED TO SEND THEIR RE- 
NEWAIS BEFORE THE DATE OF EXPIRATION, WHICH I8 
PLAINLY PRINTED ON THE YELLOW LABEL OF ADDRESS. 
THE PAPER WILL BE STOPPED TO SUBSCRIBERS NOT 
RENEWING BY THAT DATS, 





Ong of our exchanges tells of a young woman in a 
Sunday-school who recently recited the whole of the 
Psalms with other portions of the Bible, to the number 
of 4.000 verses, all on a Sunday morning. We should 
like to know how many verses to a minute she recited, 
and how long the school session lasted. Or did she re- 
cite different portions of it simultaneously to several 


teachers. We have heard of an oyster so large that it’ 


required three men to swallow it whole. 


Iw a recent address at Bethlehem, Penn., Wong Chin- 
foo, the Chinese lecturer, “‘ attributed all the evils which 
have befallen his native country to the presence of the 
missionaries.” So says The Moravian. Well, his asser- 
tion is not a whit more absurd or baseless than the com- 
mon declaration by Christian editors or ministers that the 
Sunday-school has diminished the home religious instruc- 
tion of children, or their attendance at the sanctuary ; or 
that the reading of Sunday-school library books has 
given children a taste for dime novels and trashy relig- 
ious newspapers. The religion of the Chinese consists 
largely in the worship of their ancestors, The Christian 
carpers at Sunday-school influence and tendencies are 
likewise quite inclined to worship their grandfathers. 
This looking backward with undue reverence for the by- 
gones brings a Chinaman or an American to talk a great 
deal of nonsense. 


Tr looks like progress to see the first two numbe’s of 
The Indian Sunday School Journal, the official organ of 
“The Indian Sunday School Union.” It is an attrac- 
tive magazine of twenty-eight pages, issued from the 
- American Mission Press at Lucknow. Its editors are 

_ the Rev. Messrs. W. J. P. Morrison, of Amballa, and B. 
H. Badley, of Gonda, Oudh. Associated with these are 
the Rey. Messrs, E. C. B, Hailam, Howrah, Bengal, Nar- 
ayan Sheshadri, Jalna, \ <1m’s T., and O, P. Hard, of 
Madras, Besides giving notes on the International les- 
sons, the numbers already received present several in- 
structive papers read before the Allahabad Sunday- 
school convention, from which we may give extracts 
hereafter. The names of Narayan Sheshadri and C. P. 
Hard are especially familjar to our readers, The suc- 
ceasive numbers of The Journal will be looked for with 
interest. In a personal note the Rev. B. H. Badley 
writes : 

The Sunday-school cause is coming rapidly to the front in 
India. A grand impetus was given at the late convention, 
and we expect to chronicle great successes during the year. 
The organization of the Sunday School Union marks a step 
in advance. The work is delightful, and we thank God for 
the privilege of being co-workers with him. Remember us 
and our field in your prayers. God grant that the millions 
of bright-eyed children all about us may early find the Sa- 
viour. 


Fou.Low up the scholars. You can never know how 
powerfully they are being won upon by being cared for. 
Let it quietly grow upon them that they are in your 
thoughts, and you soon get an influence over them which 
gives a tenfold power to your teachings. You come to 
be more than a routine teacher, and as you love your 
scholars you are loved by them. We call to mind a 
minister's daughter who was as faithfully looked after as 


though everything depended on the teacher and nothing 
on home instruction, The echolar was never absent a 
Sunday but she was followed by a letter or a friendly 
visit. The teacher was sorry to miss her from the class. 
She hoped it was not on account of illness, Should she 
not see her next Sunday, and so on, in a few thoughtful, 
loving words, which showed that she was never forgotten 
and never uncared for. At length the scholar fell sick 
of a fatal and contagious disease, in which it was impru- 
dent for her teacher to see her. But being asked just 
before she died what message she would send her, “ Tell 
her,” she replied, “ that she was the best teacher I ever 
had: she taught me most, and I loved her most.” Any- 
body can see that a Ohristian teacher who can win a 
scholar’s love like this, is almost sure to win a soul to 
Ohrist. Nor can any one tell how far in this case faith- 
ful teaching may have helped the scholar to have no fear 
of dying, and to meet the king of terrors with a dignity 
and courage and quiet trust in God, which was impres- 
sive and almost sublime. 


OPpPosITION to the authorized sale of liquors within 
the bounds of the Centennial Exhibition is manifesting 
itself in plain-spoken protests from citizens whose opin- 
ion is worthy of attention and respect. Included in the 
one hundred and fifty signers to a memorial on this sub- 
ject from New York, are such men as Chancellor Orosby, 
Drs. Stephen H. Tyng, Daniel Curry, Thomas Armitage, 
John Hall, William Ormiston, Samuel Irenseus Prime, 
Ray Palmer, and other distinguished clergymen. A 
similar protest from Philadelphia is signed by Bishop 
Simpson, Drs. Richard Newton, J. Wheaton Smith, and 
George W. Musgrave, George H. Stuart, and many 
others. The understanding of these petitioners is, that 
“the Board of Finance have granted concessions for the 
sale of beer and wines” on the Exhibition grounds, and 
their appeal is to the Centennial Commissioners to re- 
voke the concessions thus bargained for. It is shown by 
the petitioners, that by an act of the Pennsylvania Leg- 
islature concerning Fairmount Park, it is declared “ that 
no intoxicating drinks shall be allowed to be sold within 
said park.” It certainly seems unnecessary to license 
the sale of liquors there, for however much the visitors 
to our Centennial may enjoy their beer and wine, they 
ought to be able to abstain from its use while they are 
making the round of the Exhibition ; or if not, they can 
carry a pocket flask with them. We need not try to 
tempt them with liquors of any kind while they aré see- 
ing our show. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL SECRETARY. 


T is to the Sunday-school Secretary, not to the Secre- 

tary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, or the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, that we give so large prominence 
in our columns this week. Tue cabinet officials have 
received their full share of attention in the public prints 
of late. They are not likely to complain of neglect if 
we let them rest for awhile. But the Sunday-school 
Secretary has been neglected. His importance has been 
too generally ignored. His work has been too little dis- 
cussed, One who examines carefully the pages of Sun- 
day-school literature, or who notes the themes receiving 
consideration in Sunday-school conventions and insti- 
tutes, will be convinced on this point, Sunday-school 
secretaries have not had their due meed of credit, of 
attention, of assistance, 

Next to the superintendent of a Sunday-school the 
secretary is its most important officer. In fact, no su- 
perintendent can do his work properly without the assist- 
ance of a good secretary, unless indeed he does the work 
of a good secretary himself. System, thoroughness, true 
economy, and efficiency in the use of all available helps 
and materials in every department of a Sunday-school 
hinge on the accounts and records of the school, and on 
the manner of their keeping. It is one thing for a bank 
to receive deposits over its counter; it is quite another 
thing for it to note the amounts received and the uses 
made of them. Where would the business of a dry- 
goods merchant be in one year’s time if he kept no ac- 
count of his purchases or sale:, his indebtedness or 
expenditures? How long could a manufacturer ran his 
mills without a record of the work and wages of the 
operatives employed by him? Where is the pop-corn 
peddler or newsdealer who would attempt to carry on 
his little trade without any note of his receipts and ex- 
penses? Why then should a man who is at the head of 
@ Sunday-school, comprising scores or hundreds of pre- 
cious souls, think he can do his work with thoroughness 
or accuracy without being able to tell at any time just 
what scholars belong to his school and where they are 
week by week ? 





A few of the reasons for having a good secretary, and 











a few of the methods found effective in the prosecution 
of a secretary’s work, are given in our columns this week 
—much of the matter original and fresh, other portions 
of it selected from various sources. We trust that what 
is thus presented will quicken thought and inquiry in 
many directions, and that schools which have been at 
fault by neglecting the secretary’s work will plan and 
act for system and thoroughness in the direction now 
indicated. In addition to all the other good work sug- 
gested for the Sunday-school secretary, Dr. Vincent points 
out, in The Church School and its Officers, this other 
sphere of his influence and wise effort : 

The secretary is not an unimportant officer in the Sunday. 
school. He is assistant to the “clerk” or “ recording 
secretary’ of the church. Are not the names he registers 
by that very act placed on the roll of the church? Not 
all, indeed, as full members, nor as probationers, nor as bap- 
tized “subjects”; but if in none of these relations, certainly 
as candidates for the church—“ catechumens” if you please— 
and thus within her grasp and under her influence. The 
secretary should therefore record names cautiously, pngg 
them over to the pastor regularly, notice and report absences 
promptly, and seek by all the means in his power—not for- 
getting prayer and personal correspondence—to hold in the 
church perpetually those whose names he is permitted to 
record on the Sunday-school roll. He should see that 
scholars who must leave the school are provided with cer. 
tificates of membership and standing. We venture the 
assertion that twenty good secretaries who hold the true 
theory of the church-echool will save in one year at least a 
hundred persons to the church in the places to which they 
remove, and thissimply by providing the departing pupils 
with certificates, and by anticipating their arrival at the place 
of destination by a letter, or by a circular, or duplicate cer- 
tificate, forwarded to the pastor resident there. This good 
work may be still further facilitated by following the dis- 
missed members with frequent circulars relating to the 
school, and with personal letters of Christian friendship, 
counsel, and inquiry. The results of such correspondence 
should be recorded in a book kept for that purpose. In this 
way the secretary may all the while extend the influence of 
the particular church with which he is identified, and by his 
pen perform a service of inestimable value. . 


HOW TO USE LESSON-HELPS. 


Y lesson-helps we mean helps in the study of the 

Sunday-school lesson. Such helps are now offered 

in large numbers and great variety. How to use them 

wisely, or to best advantage, is a question of no slight 

importance to all in the Sanday-school who would profit 
by Bible study. 

There is a time to begin as well as a time to end the 
use of any help—a time to take up and a time to lay 
down. No helpcan be properly used before it is needed, 
nor after its mission is accomplished. Of course there is 
no place for a help in lesson study until lesson study is 
in progress. Nor can a help be used wisely before the 
student knows what help he wants in the prosecution 
of his study. 

The Sanday-school lesson itself is first to be examined. 
Here are words of the book of God. What are they? 
Let them be looked at carefully. Just as they stand in 
our English version they are full of meaning, worthy of 
our closest attention, Uatil we have read and pondered 
them in their explicit statements and their obvious 
teachings, we need no human help in our study— 
whether, indeed, we be trained theologians or simple- 
minded children. “The entrance of thy words giveth 
light ; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” No help 
in the line of notes or commentaries should be used— 
can be used wisely—until the lesson for study has been 
itself mastered so far as it can be by itself. Let the 
want of the help be disclosed before an effort is made to 
meet that want. 

In the examination of the lesson text as it stands, & 
common Eaglish dictionary is a valuable help to the 
understanding of the special force of particular words, 
Its definitions throw fresh light on many s familiar 
word, and aid to make clear many a doubtful reading. 
Of course, if a scholar is familiar with the original lan- 
gusges of the Bible he may examine the words in their 
original signification, as he considers them, one by one 
in his study; but we are now speaking rather to the 
average Sunday-school teacher or scholar ; and to such 
our English version is sufficiently accurate for all prac- 
tical purposes. 

Next to an examination of the text,as it stands comes 
an examination of parallel and illustrative pass#ge% 
For this, an ordinary reference Bible is essential. A 
child can look out the references. The most learned 
can find profit in their comparison. All this is pre 
liminary to the use of other helps. Only when the tex! 
of the lesson has been fairly considered in the light of 
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its collateral passages is the student prepared to begin 
the wise use of any outside lesson-helps. Even then he 
should use such helps cautiously and intelligently. He 
should know the points on which he wants help, and 
seek it accordingly. 

The poorest way in the world to get help in study from 
notes or commentaries, is to read them straight through. 
If they were being studied, that would be a wise treat- 
ment of them; but they are not. Not the commentary ; 
not the msgazine; not the lesson-paper; but the Bible 
lesson is what we are studying. Scick to that then. Let 
that be always the centre of interest. Turn from it only 
for the moment, to get help on one point at a time, ac- 
cording to the particular need. It may be needful to 
know more about a person or a place named in the 
lesson. Look it up accordingly. So also about the 
time of a recorded occurrence, or the Oriental manners 
and customs involved. So again about the meaning of 
particular words, or the teachings and applications of 
the several statements of the text. The impression re- 
ceived of them through the examination of the text it- 
self may be modified or extended through the sugges- 
tions of a judicious commentator or lesson-help writer. 
All these points are to be considered carefully in their 
turn. 

There is little danger of too much attention to human 
helps in Bible-study, provided only they are used as 
helps in such study, not as suistitutes for it. The first 
thing, the main thing, is to know what the Bible says, 
what its words mean, what its declarations teach. This 
being ever kept in mind, helps in the study of a lesson 
may be wisely used, from the time it is fair to take them 
up until the hours for study have closed. Then they are 
to be laid aside; for helps in study are not helps in 
teaching or reciting. They have no place whatsoever in 
the class-room. It comes to this then: The limits of the 
wise use of Sunday-school helps are, on the one hand, 
after the simple text of the Bible lesson has been care- 
fully examined word by word, statement by statement, 
teaching by teaching; on the other hand, at the close of 
the hour of study preparatory to teaching or reciting. 

It is hardly necessary to add that we have not been 
speaking of the spirit or methods of wise Bible-study ; 


_ but only of the wise use of mere helps—material aids— 


in such study. The value of prayer in study, the abso- 
lute dependence of the child of God on the Spirit of God 
for a knowledge of the things of God as disclosed in the 
Scriptures, we have not touched upon, for the reason that 
we were speaking not of how to study the Bible, but of 
“how to use lesson-helps” in the prayerful, faith-filled 
study of the Bible. , The limits of the wise use of lesson- 
helps are what we would emphasize, Let no lesson- 
help be taken up before the lesson is examined. Let 
none be used after one is ready to teach or recite the 
lesson. 





THE BIBLE STUDENT AN ARTIST. 


LJ UMAN nature being what it is, we are always sail- 
ing between Scylla and Charybdis, as it were; and 
the danger which threatens us for the time being is to 
be noted by discovering which side of the channel we 
are on, This is probably most true where the best 
things are concerned. The reason for this may readily 
be seen; the fact every earnest Christian has doubtless 
felt in his own case. 
We cannot be too thankful that the study of the Bible 
has become so common within the last few years. But 
there are dangers connected with it, or rather with the 


‘human ways and helps of studying it. Leaving the 


Scylla of indifference we are in danger of the Oharybdis 
of mechanical shallowness, with its whirling eddies. 
Knowledge of the Bible belongs not so much to sci- 
ence as to art. A spiritual art, that is, one in which the 
Holy Spirit is the direct impelling power, supplying for 


the artist in this field what genius gives in other arts. 


Recognizing this, we can see how foolish it is te suppose 
that mere mechanical helps can make a Biblical artist. 
It is impossible, because the Holy Spirit alone can give 
the talent which creates the artist, and because, on the 
Other hand, artists are pot made, but simply assisted, by 
methods and rules, A similar mistake has frequently 
been made in regard to preaching. Some elocutionary 
Charlatan, or some teacher of homiletics, with a patent 
system, will loudly proclaim that his advice, if faithfully 

cannot fail to make the theological student an 


~ @hequent preacher. Bat it does fail, must fail, and ought 


to fail. The same fact appears in all other departments 


’ Now the danger to-day is in this direction. People 
‘Me likely to infer that, if they buy a reference Bible, 
nded by Mr. Moody or some other great spirit- 





ual artist, and use it as he recommends, they will ne- 
cessarily learn his art. As well expect a nice box of 
water-celors and a book of directions to fill your parlors 
with delicate fruit and flower-pieces, The home that is 
full of these household treasures has in it no doubt the 
nice box of water-colors, and the rules are there too; 
but the hand and eye are there, and the taste and pa- 
tience are there, all embodied in one whose gifts would 
bave found expression with ruder helps. The Holy 
Spirit makes the spiritual artist; and while that Spirit 
does not bless laz'ness nor the proud temper which re- 
jects the human helps now so abundant and so improved, 
Biblical study without the indwelling of that Spirit is 
not only fruitless of real good, but likely to ensue in 
fleshly pride. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—_—_~>———_ 


ERE is a fresh illustration of an old truth concerning 

the best mode of Bible-teaching. It comes to us from 

a correspondent in New York who calls himself “ An ig- 

norant teacher.” Those teachers who admit that they 

have much to learn commonly learn most and teach 
best : 


The importance of closer study of the Bible was impressed 
upon me the other night in this way: I saw, in imagination, 
a farmer sowing seed. He did not put it into the ground 
pure and simple, but he wrapped it up in something, which 
to him was beautiful, and then committed it to the ground. 
I saw in a moment that the seed could not grow until the 
wrapping had decayed and passed away. So when we are 
trying to teach in the Sunday-school, we often wrap the good 
seed of the word in our best words, sometimes covering it 
all up in what we think are beautiful stories. Let us look 
at the farmer, and learn the precious lesson. The seed is 
better than anything we can put around it. Let us work 
hard to fill our minds with God’s truth, and when we try to 
imbed it in the hearts of our scholars, let us use our own 
thoughts merely as a farmer would use shovels and rakes and 
hoes, and not try to plant anything of our own with the seed. 








Many a superintendent would like to know how to 
increase the numbers of his Sunday-school. There are 
questionable methods of endeavor in this line, and a 
plan that will work well in one school will not always 
answer in another. Yet any plan which has passed 
successfully the test of actual experiment is worthy of 
consideration by those who would know what is best. 
The Rev. J. R. Hutchison, pastor and superintendent 
of the Sweet Air Sunday-school of the United Brethren 
in Christ, at Woodbury, Md., has this tosay of his plan 
for gathering in scholars: ” 

I would like to say to your readers that we have an excel- 
lent Sunday-school at Sweet Air Chapel, belonging to the 
United Brethren in Christ. One year ago our school num- 
bered about forty ; now we number two hundred and twenty- 
two. Forty-five were converted during the year. The way 
in which we work to get new scholars into the school is this: 
We have a large banner about eight feet long on which is 
painted the representation of a guardian angel leading a 
child. Above the figure are the words, “Sunday-school 
missionaries.” Below is inscribed, “Guard the children.” 
When any one brings a new scholar, his or her name is 
placed on the banner (we have a set of stencils and ink for 
this purpose), and for every scholar we give a blue star. At 
the end of two months, we reward the two highest with medals, 
and others with suitable cards. We find this plan works 
well, Many of our best scholars were brought in since we 
adopted it. We are receiving new scholars every Sunday. 


From a subscriber and correspondent in Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky, the following inquiry has come: 


On page 204 of Tue Sunpay Scnoont Times, on the 
general duties and qualifications of superintendents, this is 
named as the first duty: “ Recognize the fact that the school] 
is part of the church.” It is said that this point was made 
and approved by the Plainfield Congress. <A brief discus- 
sion by you of what is really implied in “The school is part 
of the church ” as a fact to be recognized by superintendents, 
is needed, if not for the benefit of others, for myself, for I 
greatly desire to keep fully apace with every correct Sunday- 
school movement. 

In the early days of the Sunday-school movement, each 
school was but the outworking of personal Ohristian 
benevolence and zeal. The official recognition and 
favor of the churches, was bestowed upon the schools 
cautiously ; and in many cases, after very long delays. 
So separate were schools and churches, that even within 
a few years it was customary to speak of the school “ at- 
tached to” a church. One pastor of a prominent church, 
within ten years, habitually spoke of his church-school, 


as “the school which meets in the basement of this 
house.” All this is now left behind by the advanced 
workers. If not directly governed by the church author- 
ities, or by church action; they at least report their 
school’s doings to the church, and work in constant har- 
mony and co-operation with it. In this sense many say 
that “the school is part of the church.” Even if all its 
members are not church members, all its work is church 
work, and its aim is to edify the church, and to glorify 
him, who is “head over all things to the church.” It is 
an approved church agency for a particular work, 


As to the earning by scholars of books to be presented 
to the Sunday-school library, we have received the fol- 
lowing additional testimony from a Philadelphia super- 


‘| intendent : 


We notice in Taz Tres of March 26, a reward system 
now used by the Bible-school of the Fourth Presbyterian 
School of New York. A similar plan was originated and 
is now used by the Sunday-school of St. Matthew’s Protestant 
Episcopal Church of this city, and is worked as follows: 
To each scholar who is punctual in attendance, properly be- 
haved, and posted in the lesson of the day, a blue card is 
given. Five blue cards entitle the holder to a red card; 
five red cards obtain a certificate appropriately engrossed and 
suitable for preservation. For every two certificates the suc- 
cessful scholar is furnished with a new book which he is 
privileged to keep two weeks; then it is returned and in- 
scribed as follows : 





By punctuality, good behavior, and lessons learned : 
$ for fifty Sundays, this book was earned and presented to : 
: the Sunday-school library, by......- .... Phileeisicsisiiise. 3 





This being to us a new plan, we cannot say much of it 
from experience, but it seems to work well, and we think it 
a great improvement over the systems used by us heretofore. 
The use of these cards keeps a correct account, and thus 
relieves the secretary of a great deal of work. The new 
books going into the library keep it continually supplied 
with fresh works. But the strongest recommendation this 
system has, is that it encourages the children to systematize 
work to obtain the rewards in which all can share, and thus 
each has an interest in the success of all. 


a 


It would be hardly fair to give the address of the 
teacher who makes this complaint of an endangered 
teachers’-meeting. Yet in the absence of such particu- 
larizing the letter is likely to be taken as personal by 
many for whom it was not intended; for the trouble 
named is by no means confined to a single neighborhood. 


We have a flourishing Sabbath-school, that is, a fair pro- 
portion of our church and society are either pupils or teach- 
ers. In regular attendance, in intelligence, and in good 
order we might almost call it a model school. The infant 
class is admirably managed, and the Sunday-school concerts 
are interesting. Yet we have in our school one serious 
trouble. Our teachers’-meeting is dying, killed, strange as 
it may seem, hy those individuals who are making the great- 
est effort to sustain it, They are men of culture, men of 
good sense ; just the men to keep things moving. They are 
punctual and thorough in preparation, but they will argue. 
Each is delighted to drive the others into a corner. Conse- 
quently they take up too much time and often lead the 
whole class by a route that is uninteresting and unprofitable 
to those of a different cast of mind. Their course is pe- 
culiarly discouraging to the teachers of the juvenile classes, 
who are looking for practical helps in the way of methods 
and illustrations. These debaters have been admonished, in 
an informal manner, individually and collectively ; but to 
little purpose. Always ready to admit general principles 
with regard to the management of such meetings, always 
intending to do just the right thing, they will gravely inform 
their friends how much they withheld that they longed to 
utter when others advanced such and such points. We 
cannot, we do not wish to spare these men, nor wound them, 
but how can we witness the death of the teachers’-meeting ? 
What shall we do? Give us counsel ! 

The responsibility in this case clearly rests on the 
leader of the teachers’-meeting. He ought to keep the 
discussions within due bounds, and direct the exercises 
so as to make them of practical benefit to all concerned, 
A good leader can do this; does do it. Indeed the 
pastor, or superintendent, or whoever leads a teachers’-. 
meeting should keep it well in hand from its beginning 
to its close. He should not do most of the talking 
himself; nor should the exercises be purely by question 
and answer; but he should guide the discuesions, and be 
prompt to restrain them, If he does not do this, a 





better man should be found for his place, 
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FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 
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THE CHRISTIAN GIVER IN THE SAB- 
BATH-SCHOOL; 
HOW TRAINED? 
{Prof. John Hamilton, in The Christian Giver.) 


dig is something in training. We recognize its 
effects in the physical development of animals and 
in the cultivation of the mental powers of men. Horses 
of but ordinary speed are developed into the swiftest 
travelers. Very clumsy fingers acquire a facility of move- 
ment and a delicacy of touch that astonishes the untrained. 
In like manner, the wonderful mental achievements 
of men and the various developments of the different 
powers of their minds, show very conclusively that 
mental training also has its effects, What is true of the 

hbysical and mental qualities, is true also in morals. 

en start in the Christian life as children, weak, help- 
less, ignorant. Gradually they develop, they get stronger 
and better, they grow in Christian . Faith, love, 
holiness spring up and increase in the heart. The grace 
of giving, or benevolence, is likewise the subject of de- 
velopment, and the illiberal become liberal, the mean 
and the selfish become open: hearted and generous. But 
it takes time to develop a Christian character into full 
faith, love, and holiness, so the work of transforming a 
selfish illiberal spirit into the full measure of Chris 
benevolence is not the work of a day. It takes time. 
We are very well acquainted with the fact that children 
are naturally selfish and often it takes years of the most 
careful teaching before they become polite and content 
to wait until others are served. It is much the same in 
Christian benevolence, The natural selfishness of the 
individual must be overcome before you can have a 
generous-hearted giver. . . . Some things ots pretty 
well of themselves, some trees for instance, but the 
general rule is that attention and care and training 
are necessary. A vine will bear some fruit even if it is 
neglected and allowed to straggle all over the ground, 
but if some hand takes it and trains it to a trellis or 
stake how much better it will do. It is true everywhere 
that there must be a leader, or trainer, or teacher, before 
there can be np i ag any useful power, either in na- 
ture, mind, or morals, 


HOW SHALL YOU BEGIN TO TRAIN? 


First of all you must get the confidence of your scholars, 
If you are unable to do this you might as well go home. 
You may just as well hope to put lite into icebergs as to 
move people who have no kind of confidence in your 
acts or your profe:sion. In order to influence you must 
have their confidence, and the only way to get it is to be 
worthy of it, You must practice as well as preach. You 
must love your scholars, You must be sincere. You must, 
I repeat, be all of these, and you must be these in reality, 
and not only appear to be interested in the welfare of tneir 

You cannot long deceive a child in matters such as 
these. He will soon know that you are but a miserable 
sham, or what is worse he will eel it, and the m ment he 
does this your influence for good with him is gone. 

Haviog gained their confidence, what next? Adi right 
giving is founded on love, Love to God and love to man— 
ali givivg outside of this is not Caristian giving. If 
you would lay a manent foundation, here is where 
you must begin. by teaching them the love of 
Jesus. It is true you can apes! to their pride or vanity 
or emulation, and thus furce them ofttimes to give largely 
to objects of benevolence and need; but by whatever 
other name this may be called, it is ‘not, rightly denom- 
inated, Ohristian giving. Curistian giving is giving 
cheerfully and gladiy as we offer gifts to our friends— 
our esteem, regard, or love accompanying the gift, giving 
it a value far above any which it could derive from mere 
intrinsic worth. So we are to give to Jesus. Give be- 
cause we love him and are glad to show our love. You 
must arouse the sympathies of your scholars. Present to 
them the necessituus concition of mankind, call their 
attention to instances of distress with which they are 
acquainted, get them by degrees to become interested in 
their behalf, and gradually to contribute small sums for 
their relief. Muke it a point to always have them give 
for some specific object, and have the necessities of this 
object Seevndaly understood by them. Devise means 
by which they wiil be able to contribute money of their 
own, Get them something to do. Get them to run 
errands, gather old iron, cultivate a garden, heip in the 
house or in other ways to earn money for themselves. 
If necessary, hire them yourself, and at all times help 
them in every way you can. 

We now come to the most important part in this whole 
question of the training of Caristian givers, There is 
no disguising the fact, and it is the regret of the faithful 
ministers of God and of Christian people everywhere, 
that in many—alas! too many of our churches—there is 
too great a distance between the pulpit and the contribution- 
bov—the one being in, the other, not only in actual po- 
sition, but in spirit, almost outside of the church, Chris- 
tian giving in many of the churches is, at least in appear- 
ance, treated as an intruder whose unwelcome presence 
must be tolerated for politeness sake, but for whom there 
has ee phat Bata no honorable place provided in the 
public exercises in Ohristian worship, and in some in- 
stances no place at all. The time for the gathering of 
gifts is grudged. The congregation become restive, and 
impatiently await the resuming of the interrupted wor- 
ship. How often too do we see the contributions hidden 
beneath some convenient bench, or thrust behind a pillar 
or a door, as though it were a shameful thing that should 
be qt harsied from the people’s sight, 

things ought not so to be. 





. | sins that legions of greater sins will sw 
will beget indifferen 


OHRISTIAN GIVING IS CHRISTIAN WORSHIP, 


Tt is not a rama the which any Ohristian ought to be 
ashamed. How shall the claims of giving be recognized 
as a part of Christian worship? Let the peer of the 
Lord be brought from its present concealed position, and 
place it under the pulpit in the sight of all the people, 
and write upon it in letters large and distinct, “The 
treasury of the Lord. Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
Let the minister each Lord’s day, immediately after the 
sermon, descend from his palpit, and going to the treas- 
ury, announce that the contributions will now be taken 
up, and in a few brief sentences explain the object to 
which it is to be applied. Let the elders with respect 
receive the baskets from his hands, and while they 
collect the gifts the choir may sing some rg and 
solemn hymns of praise. A e minister has with 
becoming solemnity received the contributions of his 
people, and has placed them upon the treasury, let the 
congregation rise and the minister with uplifted hands 
pray that God will bless the ogres. roo: day made, and 
that he would LF ages to implant his love in the 
hearts of his Christian people, and make them to realize 
how that it is in very truth “more blessed to give than 
to receive.” 


SPECIAL PRAYER AFTER EACH CONTRIBUTION 


Is the thought I wish here to urge. It is the most im- 
portant, by far the most important influence that can be 
brought to bear in training Christian givers. Make 
Christian giving a matter of serious, earnest prayer; 
make Christian giving an act of public worship, put it 
alongside of preaching and praying and singing; make 
it an indispensable part of worship, no more to be omitted 
or even slighted than the sermon or the prayer, and there 
will soon be reason to thank God for the blessed results 
he will speedily bring about. 

No nian can pray long on any matter without its caus- 
ing him to think about the matter. No man can lon 
pray over his gifts without its bringirg him to thin 
about his duty in respect to giving. It will compel men 
to think. Many a man goes on all his life, and never 
brary but that he is doing his full duty in regard to 

. HE DON’T KNOW THAT HE IS STINGY. 


| He don’t know that he is mean. He don’t know that he 


is a stumbling block in a brother’s way. He never thinks. 
There are hundreds 01 men in the churches who are 
stingy, and who know it. For such nothing can be done 
but to urge them to seek the salvation of their souls. But 
there are, on the other hand, thousands of Christians in 
our churches, men and women whose Christianity no one 
for a moment doubts, who are stingy and do not know it. 
They need to be brought to think. They need telling. 
They need to be brought to pray over this matter, and 
before long they will see their duty, and being Christians 
will hssten to perform it... . 

Let this plan be brought into the Sabbath-schools. At 
some time during the exercises, possibly as soon as the 
lesson has been recited, let the superintendent announce 
that the collection will be taken up, during which time 
let all the other exercises of the schools be suspended. 


+ Let the collections from the different classes then be 


gathered and placed upon the desk before the superin- 
tendent, and let him lead the school in prayer, asking 
God’s blessing upon the gifts bestowed. Let this plan 
be carefully, prayerfully and discreetly carried out, and 
it will raise up a generation of praying Caristian givers, 
whose hearts will be full of sympathy for every good 
caure, and whose liberal hands will cause the treasury of 
the Lord to overflow with the abundance of theiz vifts, 





CHILDREN AS CRITICS AND IMITATORS. 
’ [From The Christian Intelligencer.] 


F all critics the keenest and most observant are chil- 
dren. Nothing, however trivial, escapes their atten- 
tion. They often seem unobservant when they have 
their eyes widest open. It therefore is of the highest 
importance that their teachers should do nothing which 
will excite their just criticism, as it respects sobriety of 
demeanor or reverence for holy things. If a teacher is 
frivolous, trifling, worldly, or addicted to fashion and 
gaiety, the unconscious child-critic will quickly imitate 
the very defect which may provoke its strictures. None 
will perceive more quickly than he when the teacher 
does not practice what he preaches, and the difficulty is 
that he will catch the contagion of a bad example far 
more easily than of a good one. Children do not need 
the admonition, “Go and do likewise,” with reference to 
anything that is evil or improper. They will be prompt 
enough to imitate the evil — without the spur of any 
admonition. Teachers should bear in slat this ten- 
dency of the little folk over whom they are set, and so 
order their whole walk and conversation that, it either 
be imitated, it will be productive of good and not evil. 
Among other vices with which children become in- 
fected through the example of their teachers and others, 
is tardiness or irregularity, A tardy teacher inevitably 
makes a tardy scholar, and the teacher who is irregular 
in his attendance makes truants of his scholars. 5 cn 
the other hand the example of the teacher who is always 
and prompily in his place is seen in the prompt and 
regular attendance of his class. It is something more 
than a venial offence when a teacher inculcates or en- 
courages these vices by his example, for their influence 
upon his pupils is pernicious and may be lifelong. Be- 
sides they constitute a trait of character which will be 
manifested in various other ways unless, relying not on 
one’s own ary hy , but on that which comes from above, 
it is eradicated by earnest and hearty effort. It is down 
the path cleared and beaten for them by these smaller 
tardin 


ce and irregularity neg sadien less 
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difference and neglect will be followed at no great dis- 
tance by unbelief in the heart and ungodliness in the 
life. We may be sure that he who is habitually faithlegg 
in little things will become, if he be not already, faith. 
less in great things also.‘ 


FAMILY WORSHIP. 
[From The Interior.] 


| ie: us have a few words about it,—not the need of it, 

Surely, this may be taken for granted. A Christian 
tamily without an altar is more anomalous than a church 
without services. Whether a Christian shares in public 
religious activity or not, his first duty is to have a church 
in his house. But a few words as to the manner of con- 
ducting it. 

Family worship may be made as uninteresting as some 
prayer-meetings are. It may, also, without any other 
than good intent, be as unedifying and generally un- 
wholesome as it is ible for a religious exercise to be, 
As, for example, after | breakfast, a stern command sum- 
mons the family into the presence of Pater Familias, 
Mother, children, and servants file into the room and 
range in poppied gloom around the walls. A solemn 
hush pervades the apartment, as if an oracle were going 
to speak. The great Bible is brought out. The Pater 
consults his watch. It lacks five minutes of train-time, 
Family worship must run by the rail-road_ time-table, 
He mumbles through one of the short Psalms; in an- 
other moment is on his knees, mumbling something to 
the Lord about “the watches of the night and the light 
of the morning,” and providence and diligence in busi- 
ness,—puts an “‘ Amen ” suddenly over it like an extin- 
guisher, and the next minute the front door slams— 
slams him out, and the Breathless family in—each one 
going to his or her work, unrefreshed and uncomforted 
That man would not omit “ prayer,” as he calls it; he 
believes in a family altar, but when his children from 
after years look back on it, about all the recollection of 
it they will have will be of a short flurry of religious 
words sandwiched promiscuously in between breakfast 
and the down-train. 

Here is a different kind of a Christian. He is the 
antipode of the other one. He makes a real institution 
of family worship. He has it only at night, but then he 
makes it long enough to call it twice. He generall 
reads the evening paper, and lounges over a Seok i 
half the family are dozing and the other half wish they 
were. Then, with a summons mandatory as a Moham- 
medan muezzin’s, he jerks the nodding ones back to 
consciousness and announces prayers. The sleepy boy 
is shaken up, the yawning girl is directed to fix her mind 
and even the baby is given an admonitory punch by the 
mamma, anxious for the due observance of the occasion, 
If there was a little preliminary singing, it would wake 
them all up, but there is none. The Ooe Hundred and 
Nineteenth Psalm is entered upon with a slow delibera- 
tion and a monotonous emphasis that indicates a pur- 
pose not to stop till the end of the Hebrew alphabet is 
reached, The cadence of the voice that has a peculiar 
swing, reserved for B.ble reading, rocks first one and 
then another to a semi-somnolent condition. When it 
stops, the whole family wakes up, ipst as the sleeping- 
car yawns when the rattle of the wheels is arrested at 
the station. 

Then follows the prayer. It embraces everything in 
general and nothing in particular. It regularly and 
mechanically goes round the world, and those who are 
awake know just how far on it is by the national station 
that is called out. True, there was nothing of personal 
want, circumstance or condition ; true, the little ones 
got no more idea from it than from the mumblings at a 
Chinese joss; nevertheless it was a good long prayer, 
and the good man rose from his knees not knowing that 
insensibly he had glided into a religious form, to all but 
himself devoid of iife and interest. 

But here is another kind of family worship: If it is 
the morning, there is plenty of time for it; if in the 
evening, it is right after supper, before the sleepy time. 
If there is a piano in the house, one of the daughters 
takes her place there, a little one distributes the books. 
There is an air of animation in the household as if 
something pleasant were going to be done, A hymn is 
given out. It is not “Cnina” or “ Hamburg.” It is 
something with life in its movement as well as religion 
in its words. Every voice joios. Even the baby has 
caught the sounds, and sings, if not correctly at least 
heartily. True, she some.imcs makes a comical mistake 
in the words, The other evening she misinterpreted 
“stranded wreck,” and after the manner of the world 
“ee lustily, “ Leave the poor old strangled wretch, and 
pull for the shore.” Then the children laughed. No 
matter, There was no irreverence there, and the song 
went piously on. The singing over, each one opens his 
Bible, and the reading is either responsive or around 
the circle, from the oldest to the youngest. Sometimes 
there is no reading at all, but a recitation in concert or 
the offering of a verse from memory by each ia turn. 

Then—that a collection being learned at home it may 
not be regarded as an impertinence at church—the baby 
passes a little box to receive the pennies that are eagerly 
saved for this benevolent fund. Tne prayer that fol- 
lows is not stereotyped. It is made up out of daily ex- 

riences and wants. It touches every family interest. 

t is plain to the little child. It impresses all with 
the idea that God is the God of the house, and that 
his service is a joy and not a burden, And then, 
perhaps, it closes with the Lord’s Prayer, repeated in 
concert—not hurriedly nor pompously, |but the joint 
loving ap of the family to the “ Father in Heaven. 
And children who look back from the toil of after years 





taining influences and wreathed with tender and 
memories, 











to such a family altar, see it shining with countless = ' 





Se se 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


267 











WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


on for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
pe thankfully received.) 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


California, State, at San Jose May 9-11, 1876 
Wisconsin, State, at Janesville...... May 9-11, 1876. 
Missouri, State, at Kansas City May 16-18, 1876. 
Tilinois, State, at Jacksonville... rsesereceserers May 23-25, 1876. 
Maine, State, at Belfast...csscscccsssssssssssssssssresseessessceeees May 28-25, 1876. 




















New York, State, at Utica. June 6-8, 1876. 
Nebraska, State, at Fremont June 6-8, 1876. 
Indiana, State, at Fort Wayne June 6-8, 1876. 
Ohio, State, at Dayton June 6-8, 1876, 





Connecticut, State, at Winsted June 6-8, 1876. 
Pennsylvania, State, at Reading.........ssssccceserereeeers June 13-15, 1876. 











Iowa, State, at Council Bluffs June 13-15, 1876. 
Minnesota, State, at Stillwater...... June 18-15, 1876. 
Kentucky, State, at Frankfort June 20-28, 1876. 





Assembly for Central New york, at Cazenovia Lake, June 13-22, 1876. 
Conference, at Sea Grove, N. J June 25, July 2, 1876. 
Assembly of the Northwest, at Clear Lake, Iowa...June 27-July 5, 1876. 
Parliament, at Well’s Island, St. Lawrence River....... July 19-26, 1876. 
Centennial Assembly, at Ocean Grove, N. J........0000+00+.J0 Uly 22-80, 1876. 
Chautauqua Assembly, at Fair Point, N. Y.........00000 August 1-15, 1876. 


NORMAL-CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for the exposition of the In- 
ternational lessons every Saturday, in the hall of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. Led by the Rey. Principal Cavan, of Knox 
College. 


s 
Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday at 8 p.m. Led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 


New Haven, .Conn., Union Normal-class, with lesson study, second 
Monday evening of each month, in different churches. 


Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
‘evening. in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


New York, Normal-class (Union), meets every Thursday at 4.45 P.m., 
in the chapel of Fourth Avenue Presbyterian Church. Ralph 
Wells, conductor. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting (Union), at the Fulton Street 
Prayer-meeting room, every Tuesday, at 4 P.M. 


New York, Primary Normal-class (Union), at the chapel of Madison 
Square Presbyterian Church, every Saturday, at 3 P.M. 


New York, Sunday School Teachers’ Association (Union), at the 
Broadway Tabernacle, corner of Thirty-fourth Street and Sixth 
Avenue, on the third Monday evening of each month, 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal-class (Union), at the First Reformed Church, 
Tear of City Hall. Ralph Wells, conductor. Every Thursday 
evening. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study in the Y. M.C. A. 
Hall, every Saturday at 4 p.m. Led during April by the Rev. 
Charles R. Baker. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, at the Hanson Place, Meth. 


Epis. Church, on the second Monday evening of each month, ex- 
cept July and August. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
noon, at N. E. corner of Twelfth and Walnut Streets. Also, every 
Thursday evening at the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting of Infant-class teachers every Saturday, at 
4P.m., at No. 8 North Charles Street. 


Washington, D. C., Teachers’ Normal-class in Y. M. C. A. Hall, every 
Saturday, at 6.30 p.m. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday in Dr. 
Post’s Church, corner Tenth and Locust Streets. Led by the Rev. 
C. A. Van Anda. 


St. Louis, Teachers’ Association (Union), meets for Institute work 
the first Tuesday evening of each month, in Dr. Post’s church. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. 


Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Association, (Union), meets for 
Institute work on the First Wednesday evening of each month. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, at the Y.M.C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. A. T. Pierson. 


BROOKLYN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 
ADDRESS BY JOHN COTTON SMITH, D.D. 

A’ the regular monthly meeting of the Brooklyn Sun- 
day School Union, the Rev. Dr. John Cotton Smith, 

rector of the Church of the Ascension, New York, was 

listened to with marked attention and interest by a con- 

gtegation which filled the church to overflowing, among 

them being a large number of clergymen. 

Dr. Smith said it was exceedingly gratifying to see so 
large and eminently respectable an audience assembled 
on & week-day to consider the subject of Sunday-school 
Work, and it was'a most emphatic demonstration of the 
fact that the Sunday-echool institution had received the 
good wishes and approval of the entire commgnity. He 
Was also pleased that the occasion had drawn together so 
many eminent, excellent, and venerable clergymen of all 
denominations. In view of the fact that the New York 
East Methodist Episcopal Conference was then holding 
its annual session in that church, Dr. Smith desired 
gtatefully to acknowledge the good work which has been 
done by that great body of Christians, and he rejoiced 
that these results had been brought about in so glorious 
& manner, and to so vast an extent by this denomination 

of C ; and while there are those at whose feet he 
should be happy to sit and learn divine things, like a 
*cholar from a venerable father, he took great satistac- 
‘Mon in this opportunity of reviving, as it were, the old 














feelings and interests which existed on the part of the 
Wesleyans in the early days towards the Ohurch of 
England, and in looking forward to that time, when, 
though separated as we are now, we may be brought 
nearer together. God knows what there may be of 
ecclesiastical unity as well as of spiritual unity in the 
future for all those who are the disciples and followers 
of the one common Lord. 

Turning directly to his subject, the speaker said he 
supposed there had never been a time in the whole his- 
tory of the Christian church when there had been man- 
ifested an equal amount of intelligent interest in the 
religious education of children. What a wonderful ex- 
pansion there has been in it in the last few years. 
Formerly it was conducted in a very inferior way; it 
was a mere perfunctory sort of work; there was a very 
great good done, but it was without that system of enter- 
prise which is so characteristic of our people in this age 
with reference to every other undertaking. We find the 
same spirit beginning to lay hold of Sunday-school 
work. There are now some of the best minds in our 
country actively interested in it. This International 
Series of Lessons results in the most earnest searching of 
the Scriptures and study of religion, and the result is 
being seen already in the intelligence which pervades 
the whole system of Sunday-school instruction, and in 
the intelligent knowledge which so many of our young 
people are beginning to display on the subject of 
religion. There is nothing more encouraging in regard 
to our future than this; and this is coming in the very 
time when the most solemn responsibilities have begun 
to rest upon the church in the matter of religious educa- 
tion. In the inevitable progress of events there has 
begun to be more and more a separation between secular 
and religious instruction, and the religious instruction 
which has been carried on by the state is being more and 
more separated from civil institutions. This process, in 
the opinion of the speaker, will probably go on until we 
shall have nothing left but secular instruction on the 
part of the state, and the whole responsibility of relig- 
ious instruction will, therefore, be relégatea to the church 
It is in anticipation of such results that we are now de- 
voting so much attention to the subject of the religious 
instruction of the young. These two movements go on 
side by side, so that just in proportion as the responsi- 
bility rests most heavily upon voluntary institutions— 
that is, the church—with regard to religious instruction, 
jst in the same proportion will the church be ready to 
accept this responsibility and act in accordance with it. 

Dr. Smith supposed he was mainly addressing teach- 
ers. There certainly could be no position more respon- 
sible or more honorable than that of the Sunday-school 
teacher, and he said that in all his humble efforts he had 
endeavored as far as possible to impress this upon the 
minds of those who, in connection with his parish and 
miesions, are engaged in Sunday-school instruction. He 
has been accustomed to say what he was sure would find 
a hearty response from those before him who reflected 
seriously upon the subject, that there is no greater re- 
sponsibility imposed upon the minister of the gospel, 
with all the powers and influence which he has at his 
command, than that which is imposed on the Sunday- 
school teacher. This consideration should lead those 
who profess themselves to be Christ’s disciples, to con- 
sider what an opportunity for influence and a discharge 
of this responsibility, is upon them; and there is no 
more satisfactory evidence of the movements of divine 
grace in the soul than the readiness on the part of those 
who come to confess Christ before men, to enter, by their 
own act, into a Christian life, and their readiness to un- 
dertake the work of instructing the young in the inter- 
esta of religion. He should expect, therefore, that all 
through the church, men and women who profess to be 
followers of Christ would come forward and offer them- 
selves to their pastors and say, ‘What do you want me 
to do in this great work of teaching the principles of the 
religion of Christ? Send me wherever you please, in 
your parish schools or missions; tell me what you wish 
me to do, and in the fear of God I will do it.” That he 
regarded as one of the first signs of the awakening of 
religious life in the heart and throughout the Christian 
church, 

As to how this work can be best discharged, Dr. Smith 
thought the first great requisite in a Sunday-school 
teacher was enthusiasm, You cannot accomplish any 
great thing in this world, either in the way of business, 
or influence over your fellow men, or in regard to any 
interest that is confided to you, without enthusiasm. 
Enthusiasm is dependent for its existence on strength of 
conviction, and the feelings which are necessarily con- 
nected with it. We make a very great mistake when 
we suppose those only to be capable of enthusiasm who 





have a nature which is capable at once of intense feel- 
ing and of the expression of strong emotion. Emotion 
when it is valuable, when it is the right kind, grows 
solely and entirely out of strength of conviction, out of 
an intelligent knowledge of truth, and therefore the 
foundation of enthusiasm in the Sunday-school teacher 
is, that there be a knowledge of the truth, and a strong, 
deep, all-pervading conviction of the truth, and out of 
that will grow strong feelings which will move the whole 
man on in an enthusiastic performance of the duty 
which is intrusted to him. True and real enthusiasm is 
not noisy and violent. It is all the more salutary when 
it is calm and gentle, when there is an even and steady 
growth in it, As showing what enthusiasm may accom- 
plish, the speaker gave the case of a man who devoted 
his life to the education of idiots. Among the rest, a 
pitiable object was brought to him who had never spoken 
a word, and never given an intelligent look. Here, then, 
the case seemed hopeless ; but the man by no means de- 
spairing, lay down on the floor by the side of this unfor- 
tunate creature and read to him a chapter from a book. 
There was no response. This he did every day for four 
months, and still no response, At last the boy turned 
and gave the teacher the first intelligent look, as if in 
appreciation of what he had been doing for him, At 
the end of the year he was able to say the Lord’s Prayer, 
and in the course of time was able to learn a simple 
occupation by which to earn a livelihood. In view of 
this, what should not we be willing to do? With what 
enthusiasm shall we need to be gifted, what perseverance 
of purpose shall we need to possess to actuate us in the 
rescuing a soul from eternal death, and place the feet of 
rational beings upon the shores of immortal life? One 
of the most amazing facts that we have to deal with is, 
that a man who is conscious of having been redeemed 
from eternal death by the blood of Christ is not all alive 
with interest and enthusiasm, in order to bring others 
into the same blessed relations in which he exists with 
G.d. Sunday-school teachers ought to shake off this 
lethargy and rouse themselves to a hard-working enthu- 
siasm, and every one addressed, when he sees the great 
field that is open before him, ought to go away with his 
soul all filled with earnest desires to do everything in 
his power, and apply all the facilities with which God 
has endowed him, to work for the salvation of those 
children committed to his charge. At the storming of the 
Redan, a young soldier dashed forward shouting, “On, 
comrades, for the queen! Oa, comrades, for the Queen !” 
At last, being pierced by a bullet, and falling to the 
ground, he brandished his sword in the air, still shout- 
ing, “On, comrades! Who would not die for the Queen!” 
We have a king who has died and risen again for us. 
Who would not fight and die, if need be, for sucha king? 
The second requisite in a Sunday-school teacher is 
great hope and confidence in the possibilities which may 
be accomplished for the salvation of the young. There 
ought to be a deep and intelligent conviction of what 
may be effected by faithful teaching. He was shocked 
to have a little girl say to him, not long since, that she 
wished her teacher would tell them more about Jesus. 
On the other side, he was gratified to have another 
scholar testify just before dying how much she had 
learned about Christ from her teacher, and how much 
she loved her in consequence. Any child old enough to 
come to Sundsy-school is old enough to be a Christian. 
The Sunday-school should proceed upon the idea of a 
child coming immediately to Christ. It might not be 
advisable that youvg children should at once openly take 
upon themselves Christian vows, but even this might 
be delayed too long. Why should not a child fairly 
think himself a Christian who prays morning and night, 
and tries to do what is right for Christ’s sake? Dr, 
Smith referred to the idea of holy childhood which 
existed even in times preceding Ohristianity. He cited 
an instance from Sargeant Talfourd’s tragedy of “Ion,” 
in which a boy was employed to drive away the birds 
which might pollute the shrine of Apollo. A poisoned 
cup being presented to his lips, he was so shocked to 
hear some one utter an oath that he dropped the cup on 
the ground, and thus his life was spared. Talfourd says 
of him : 
‘So his life flowed 

From out its sacred urn, a crystal stream, 

In whose clear depths the beautiful and pure 

Alone are mirrored; which, though shapes of ill 

May hover o’er its surface, glides in light, 

And takes no shadow from them.” 


In the third place, Dr. Smith would say that a deep, 
religious, evangelical experience on the part of those 
engaged in Sunday-school work is most important, In 
our Sunday-schools there are too many unconverted 
teachers, How can such persons do any good in trying 
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to instruct the young? It is an awful thing to be in the 
position of a teacher and have no religion in the heart, 
and such an one should look to himself, and see that his 
own life is corrected. He expressed surprise at the state 


_ of things in our congregations, and mentioned a lady in 


his church who came to him not long ago, aud said she 
didn’t dare to say that she was a Christian, though he 
had no doubt as to her piety. This condition of things 
is greatly to be deplored, and what is needed is a reform- 
ation in the church, and especially among teachers, that 
that which they would teach others they should have 
first learned through their own experience, and through a 
hearty acceptance of Christ as their teacher and Saviour. 





FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 
AT BROOKLYN, NW. ¥. 


T the April meeting of the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association, at the house of Mr. Albert Woodruff, 
180 State Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., reports, as numerous 
as ever, were submitted, detailing the rapid and won- 
derful spread of Sunday-school work in distant coun- 
tries. 
GERMANY, 


Mr. Brockleman sends a most interesting sketch of 
work done in Saxony. This land, the country of Luther, 
has been the last to yield to the influence brought to 
bear upon it in the effort to establish Sanday-schools 
throughout the empire. The bigotry of the Lutheran 
clergy, the rationalism of infidels, and the indiffsrence of 
the people, have combined to prevent the introduction 
of any new religious agency; but now, both at Leipsic 
and at Dresden, there are large and flourishing Sanday- 
schools, in which are er gaged as teachers many educated 
men, students, and others, although most of the teachers 
are women. The first Sunday-school in Dresden began 
with five teachers and twenty scholars, and now has up- 
ward of five hundred members. 

A clergyman writes, that in the year 1874 he became 


much distressed at the number of children who attended 


his afternoon Sunday service: they annoyed him so 
much that he frequently took them out before the service 
began. They continued to come, however; and as the 
number of adults attending decreased, the idea—a very 
novel one to him—occurred of preaching a sermon to 
the children. The little ones went home delighted, and 
brought others with them, until the number reached two 
hundred. The school had been divided into classes, and 
to the clergyman’s surprise, teachers came and volun- 
teered as soon as needed. The scholars are eager, inter- 
ested, and punctual in their attendance, even in the 
coldest days in winter. 

At Stetin, Malvina, a regular weekly teachers’-meeting 
is held by pastor Buret. Each teacher writes out a plan 
of the lesson for the ensuing Sunday. After examining 
these plans, the pastor returns each to its author sepa- 
rately,, commenting thereon, and suggesting improve- 
ments. Letters from Germany were also read from Lucy 
Von Herr, at Coslin, in Pomerania, and from Miss 
Kraussold at Beyreuth. 

BRAZIL, 

Miss Ruhe writes from Santa Clara, in the interior of 
Brazil, instances of special interest among their schol- 
ars, some of whom have become true Christians. Not 
very much, however, can be done to Christianize that 
country, unless the reformation originates within the 
church of the country, which is now in a very corrupt 
state, A little boy on comivg to the Sunday-school for 
the first time, was asked, “Are there more gods than 
one?” “Qh, yes,” said the child, meaning saints’ im- 
ages, “‘ my mother has several, and there are plenty in 
the church.” 

All the children are taught to pray to saints, and 
when they have asked a favor of some of their saints, 
they leave a sum of money before the shrine, to pay the 
saint for interceding in their behalf. One boy who did 
this, not receiving a speedy answer, moved the money 
from shrine to shrine, until he found a saint sufficiently 
at leisure to attend to him, He has now learned to read 
the Bible, comes to Sunday-school regularly, and will 
never pray to saints again. 

ITALY. 

The Rey. Mr. Turin, of Milan, writes of the usual 
amount of opposition to Sunday-rchools, It is objected 
to them by outsiders, that they lead the children into 
babits of not attending church services, and also tend to 
remove to a great degree parental responsibility, A 
family of father, mother, and three children, have been 
led to consecrate themselves to Christ, through the in- 
fluence of the Sunday-echool; and another family and 
poveral children are soon to follow, © 





S'gnor Bouelli writes from Bolognia, that that city is 
provided with the best free secular schools of any city 
in Italy, No religious instruction is given, however, 
and Sunday-schools are needed on that account as well 
as for other reasons. 

Giovanni Santucci, has at San Francesco in the Sabine 
country, religious schools, which are a blessing to the 
entire country side; there are also schools at Civita 
Castellana, and at Poggia Mirteto. Romanism opposes 
all these movements bitterly, and persecutes, not the 
numerous infidels at these places, but the evangelical 
Ohristians. 

Giuseppe Colombo writes of a newly established Sun- 
day-school, with one hundred members, at Rocco Impe- 
riale, 

RUSSIA. 


A Scotch gentleman, visiting in Russia, found a Sun- 
day-school already in operation. The lady who con- 
ducts it is one of the nobility and has almost unlimited 
means at her disposal, Her three grandchildren, one of 
of whom is a prince, speak Eaglish as well as Russian ; 
many of the children in Russia have this facility; be- 
cause it is the fashion to employ Eoglish nurses, who are 
much esteemed on account of their honesty. These 
women are generally true Christians; so that the first 
religious ideas of the children, are generally a reflex of 
the piety of these women. On Sunday afternoon, the 
elegant drawing-room of the chateau, assumes the ap- 
pearance of a Sunday-schoolroom, is hung with Eaglish 
prints and charts, on Scripture subjects, and is prepared 
for the reception of the village children, (50 or 60,) who 
are marshaled in by the village school-master, each 
carrying his own Testament. ~ After the children have 
read a portion from the Bible, they are catechized upon 
it. Upon examination they were found to be fully as 
well informed, at least upon New Testament subjects, as 
are the children in our average Sunday-schools. They 
are anxiously looking for a collection of hymns, which 
their conductress has sent for, for use in her Sunday- 
school. It seems strange after this to learn that this 
noble lady is a R»man Catholic. 

In the south of Russia there has arisen a new sect 
called the Stundists, The movement commenced in the 
following manner: Two large congregations turned out 
their priests and announced their intention of receiving 
their spiritual instruction directly from God’s Word. 
They called themselves “ Bible S:undists,” meaning Bible 
students, since shortened into “ Stundists.” The govern- 
ment did not insist upon restoring the priests, but sent a 
Lutheran to investigate the matter. The consequence is 
the movement is progressing. The enlightened govern- 
ment is spreading schools everywhere, and has author- 
ized an admirable translation of the Bible into modern 
Russian; and the rapid spread of English books, papers, 
and magazines throughout the country is wonderful. 
All these signs would seem to predict the spread of a 
free gospel at no distant day throughout this great, and 
to us comparatively unknown, empire. 


FRANCE, 


Mr. Weiss has, at Boulogne Sur Seine, a weekday 
school of 100 children, three-quarters of whom are Ro- 
man Catholic. His Sunday-school numbers 70; and he 
has an interesting class of 20 young people, 10 of whom 
are Romanists by birth, who are preparing for com- 
munion, All these schools are important, in their bear- 
on the evangelization of Roman Oatholics. Pasteur 
Weiss has, however, no books, maps, papers, or libra- 
ries with which to carry on these schools. Such aids 
are needed, and he would be grateful for the means to 
procure them, 

Thomas Arbousset, pastor of the parish of St. Laurent, 
encloses three letters from the conductors of different 
Sunday-schools in his large parish, The School of 
St. Laurent, numbering from 150 to 200 children, is the 
central and mother school. A school at Courge, has 
sixty scholars, with three gentlemen, and one lady en- 
gaged as teachers ; some adult scholars who attend are 
not the least interested students of the Bible; one man 
over 80 years of age who has followed the school regu- 
larly since its commencement, has just died. The exer- 
cises are rendered interesting by singing. 

At Mille is a Sunday-school with 50 children, 5 
teachers, and what we call a Bible-class, of 18 adults. 
Nothing could exceed the regularity with which these 
children attend the school, learn their verses by heart, 
and recite them. A school of 30 is maintained by I. 
Fairault, and at Sourzeau, Mr, Merouzeau conducts a 
school of about the same number, 

After the reading of some other letters, various appro- 
priations were voted; and then the meeting closed with 
prayer. 


. 











BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
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Carter. Quarterman, By William M. Baker. Now 
York: Harper & Brothers. The Squire's Legacy. By 
Mary Cecil Hay. The same. Daisy Brentwell, By 
Irene Widdemer. New York: G. P. Patnam’s Song, 
Roddy's Reality. By Helen Kendrick Johnson. The 
same—Mr, William M, Baker’s new novel is not g9 
strong or so bizarre as some previous works of the an- 
thor’s, but it is their superior in finish and completeness, 
Mr. Baker’s eccentricities of manner are somewhat 
sofcened, and his hold upon his characters is strength. 
ened, Oarter Quarterman, the hero, is a pleasant fellow, 
and the reader follows his quiet fortunes with interest, 
up to the time of his happy love match. The Squire's 
Legacy and Daisy Brentwell are stories of a dis. 
tinctively moral tone, of which the former is much tho 
better written and elaborated. The latter, however, 
seems to be a first book, and the author promises to do 
well hereafter. Roddy’s Raality comes between the 
novel and the juvenile, and therefore will not intere:t, 
particularly, the readers of either. It lacks the fresh- 
ness of Mrs, Johnson’s Roddy’s Romance, and is more 
scrappy, 80 to speak. 


Vest-Pocket Series. Vols. 9-12: The Vision of Sir 
Launfal, by James Rusell Lowell; A Caristmas Carol, 
by Charles Dickens; Lady Geraldine’s Courtship, by 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning ; The Daserted Village, and 
The Traveler, by Oliver Guidsmith. Boston: James R, 
Osgood & Co.—These volumes are quite equal in ap- 
pearance and dress to the others of the series. Admirers 
of Lowell and Mrs. Browning will appreciate the dainty 
settings of these famous poems; and readers who have 
not passed an hour with Oliver Goldsmith since they 
graduated from parsing books and school readers, will 
find that the quiet beauty of The Deserted Village and 
The Traveler is increased by the well-chosen iliustra- 
tions. Tiny Tim, Bob Cratchit, and Scrooge, together 
with other pictures in the Carol, recall, as one turns the 
leaves, a charming Ohrisimas story. (For sale by Por- 
ter & Coates.) 


Why We Laugh. By Samuel 8. Cox. New York: 
Harper & Brothers.—Mr. Oox is one of the few Oon- 
gressmen who have “dropped into literature,” and his 
constituency of readers seems to be only less dear to him 
than the voters of the sixth district of New York. Not- 
withstanding an occasional appearance as a fierce debater, 
in which capacity he has figured quite frequently the 
past winter, Mr, Cox is at heart a vivacious and cheery 
fellow, fond of a good joke and a loud laugh. The pre- 
sent volume is made up, mostly, of articles contributed 
by the author to Harper's Magazine. Its chapters con- 
tain much humorous sally and reminiscence, and the 
book will pleasantly while away an idle hour. (For sale 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Truths for the People. By William S. Plumer, D.D. 
New York: American Tract Society—Dr. Piumer is 
well-known as a writer, to the readers of THz SuNDAY 
ScHoon Times. He puts fundamental truths in so simple 
language, that the plainest reader can understand him. 
It was for this reason that his answers to Mr. Moody’s 
questions at the Depot Church on New Year’s eve were 
so admirable, This volume presents the principal truths 
of theology, with remarkable clearness, and at the same 
time with the care and accuracy of a theological pro- 
fessor. 


Fred and Jeanie: How They Learned About God, By 
Jennie M. Drinkwater. New York: Robert Carter & 
Brothers —To construct a story out of the common- 
place incidents of every-day life, and at the same time 
make it sufficiently fascinating to hold the attention of 
a reader—especially a young reader—is's talent that the 
average story-teller does not possess. Miss Drinkwater 
has succeded fairly in such an attempt, and woven into 
the woof a certain quantity of moral teaching. (For 
sale by The Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 


Robinson Crusoe’s Money. By David A. Wells. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—Next to fall trade, “ hard 
money” is nearest and dearest to the heart of the Hon. 
David A. Wells. In the guise of a story, in this pam- 
phlet, Mr. Wells expounds his financial theories, and 
makes some good points. But finance in fiction is like 
a banker in buskins, and Mr. Wells only occupies the 
middle ground between success and failure, (For sale 
by J. B. Lippincott & Oo.) 
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of Forts Sumter and Moultrie 
in 1860-61. By Abner Doubleday. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—While it is 

erally admitted that it is still too soon 
to write a full history of our Civil War, it 
is not denied that now is the time for 
those who bore a part on either side in 


’ that contest to tell their story, as a con- 


tribution to the material from which his- 
tory will finally be made up. Gen. Dou- 
bleday is one of the little band which was 
first under fire in defense of the govern- 
ment at Fort Sumter. He gives a sketch 
of the stirring scenes in 1860 and 61, as 
he recalls them. Not all will agree with 
him in his estimate of Major Robert An- 
derson; but it can hardly be questioned 
that he has done good service in submit- 
ting this record of such facts as occurred 
under his personal observation. (For sale 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 

Nail Heads; or, Helps for Primary 
By Mrs. Geo. Partridge. With 
an introduction by J. Bennet Tyler. 
Ohicago: Fairbanks & Co.—Mrs. Par- 
tridge’s success as a primary-class teacher 
gives an interest to all that she has to say 
concerning her work or its methods. This 


little book is by no means a treatise on 


primary-class teaching, like the works re- 
spectively of Mrs, Knox and Miss, Ter- 
mainus; but it gives a number of exercises 
which Mrs. Partridge has used to advant- 
age; also, hints to the teacher of little 
folks in the Sunday-school. 

Little Graves.—Choice selections of po- 
etry and prose. With an ‘introduction by 
J. G. Holiand. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips.—This collection of poems and 
prose for the help and comfort of those 
who have children in heaven, is intro- 
duced by commendatory words by Dr. 
Holland. Next to the precious words of 
the Bible come gems of poetry as a solace 
to bereaved mothers. A good selection 
in this line is a work of no slight value. 
(For sale by Perkinpine & Higgins.) 





Stories of the Patriarchs,—By O. B. Froth- 
ingham. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons.—This book is one of the author’s 
best; that is, it is less heretical and hurt- 
ful than other works by Mr. Frothingham. 
He is a keen observer, and has something 
of the poet’s nature; and so he brings out 


-some beauties in the Bible narratives. 


But then a free reiigionist gets along much 
better with the Old Testament than with 
the New. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Co.) 


Grace and Truth, By W.P. MacKay, 
M. A. Chicago: F. H. Revell.—This is 
an authorized American edition of a little 
book already extensively circulated in 
this country in its English editions. It 
is deservedly recommended as a most 
effective presentation of the privileges and 
duties of the believer in Jesus. It states 
the truth in simplicity and directness 
concerning the offer and the fullness of 
grace by the Saviour of sinners. 

_4 Manual on the Oulture of Small Fruits, 
By E. P. Roe.—Mr. Roe is not only a 
Writer of popular books but a successful 
finit culturist. It is reported that his 
garden, at Cornwall-on-the- Hudson, yields 
some of the best of small fruits, such as 
strawberries, raspberries, and currants, 
that go to the New York market. In this 
Manual he gives the result of much ex- 
perience in a plain and practical way. 


(For sale by the author.) 





_ Visitor's Guide to the Centennial Exhibi- 


Es tion and Philadelphta. Philadelphia: J. 


B, Lippincott & Cu.—A neat, handy book, 
It is au- 
ized by the Centennial Board of 

and approved by the Director 





General, Visitors will find it of service, 
not only in its details respecting the Oen- 

tennial grounds and buildings, but also 
for its directory of hotels and restaurants, 
and maps of the city. 





A More Excellent Way, and other stories 
of the Crusade, By M. E. Winslow. New 
York: National Temperance Society and 
Publication House.—There are sixteen 
short stories in this book, and, for the 
most part, they are well-put arguments on 
the side of temperance. Sunday-school 
scholars can learn from this little volume 
only that which is good for them to know. 
(For sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 


Amy and the Bird, and other Stories. 


By the author of Summer at Walnut. 


Ridge. New York: Nelson & Phillips.— | ' 
Nineteen little stories are here; such 
sim ple stories as the younger children in 
the Sunday-school—just out from the 
primary class—would enjoy. Their tone is 
healthy; their merit fair. (For sale by 
Perkiapine & Higgins.) 





Mehetabel: A story of the Revolution. By 
Mrs. H. ©. Gardner. New York : Nelson 
& Phillips.—The negative merits of this 
book are as two to one. It is a very poor 
make-shift for a Revolutionary story, and 
a few ideas are spread out very thin 
through a great deal of sentimentality and 
love-making. (For sale by Perkinpine & 
Higgins.) 


Daniel Quorm and his Religious Notions, 
By M. G. Pearse. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips.—This book is not a great one, 
but it is harmless, and, in part, suggestive 
and profitable. Quorm is an eccentric old 
fellow, who, while at his daily toil, finds 
time to think and hearers to instruct, 
(For sale by Perkinpine & Higgins.) 

The Fifth Book of One Hundred Pictures, 
Philadelphia: The American Sunday 
School Union.—A collection of wood-cuts, 
one to a page, with brief letter-press de- 
scriptions accompanying. The pictures 
are a decided improvement on old-time il- 
lustrations for children. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{All books received will be promapety noticed 
under this head. The interests of our readers will 
guide us in making further notice.]} 


THE MARINER’S PROGRESS; or, Captain Christian’s 
voyage in the good ship Glad Tidings to the 
romised lund. By Duncan Macgregor. New 
ork: Robert Carter & Brothers. For sale by 

The Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


CROWN oF LIFE. A collection of songs, new and 
old, for use in the Sunday-school, prayer and 
wie moots S,acd the home circle. By W. 

4 ye 9 Toledo, Ohio: W. W. Whitney. For 
mie y J. ‘B. Lippincott & Co. 


LIVING WATERS: A new collection of sacred son; 
for revivals, prayer and camp-meetings, Chris- 
tian associations, and the famil circle. By 
D. F. Hodges. Boston:: Oliver Ditson & Co. 
For sale by J. E. Ditson & Co. 


THE SOUL’s INQUIRIES ANSWERED IN THE WORDS OF 
SCRIPTURE. A year-book of Scripture texts, ar- 
ranged by G. Washington as 2 with an intro- 
duction by the Rev. Theo. L, Cuyler. New 
York: Thomas Y. Crowell. 


THE SELECT WORKS OF lah ig ene Edited for 
schools and wallege. F. A. March, LL.D. 
With an introduction yman Coleman, D.D. 
New York: pd] & Brouhers. For sale by J. 
B. Lippincott & 


THE STORY 4 THE BIBLE from Genesis to Revela- 

on, told in simple language for the veaue. 

By Charles Foster Hartford, Conn.: James 
Betts & Uo. For sale by James G. Sample. 


UNITED STATES OFFICIAL PosTAL GUIDE. APRIL, 
1876. Mevised and rag one pend gin A y au- 
thority of the Postoffice Department. rice 50 

@ cents. Boston: H. 0. Houghton & Co. 


THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. With notes, comments, 
maps, and illustrations. By the Rev. Lyman 
Abbott. Price $1.75. New York: A. 8. Barnes 
& Co. For sale by A. P. Flint. 


DEAD MEN’s SHOES. A novel. By Miss M, E. Brad- 
don, (Library of select novels, No. 461.) Price, 
75 cents. New York: Harper & Brothers. For 
sale by J. B, Lippincott & Co. 


ROMANCES AND KEALITIES: TALES OF TRUTH AND 
Fancy. By Mrs. Amelia E. Barr. Price $1.50. 
New York: J.B. Ford & Co. For sale by Clax- 

ton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. 


THE MORNING STAR. A treatise on the patie. 
offices, and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. By 
Luke Woodard. New Vienna, Ohio: Friends 
Publishing House Press. 


HEBREW Herogs. A tale founded on Jewish his- 
ry By A. L. 0. E. New York: Robert Carter 


WILL Foster oF THE 


Ferry. By es Giberne. 
m: Heary Hoyt. For sale y Garrigues 
Brothers. 


Up To FIFreEN, AND “ONLY M&.” True stories for 
boys. Boston : fest) Hoyt. For sale by Gar- 
ngues Brothers 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


VALUABLE AND RELIABLE.—‘ Brown’s 
Bronchial Troches’” are invaluable to those 
exposed to sudden changes, affording 
prompt relief in Coughs, Colds, etc. 








A FRIEND writes: “The weekly visits 
of the Illustrated Christian Weekly for two 
years have been like a streak of sunshine 
in my sick-room. Besides my own enjoy- 
ment of it, it has been a source of pleasure 
and profit to many others.” Send to H. 
N. Thissell, 1512 Chestnut Sureet, Philadel- 
phis, for a sample copy. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Drs. STRONG’S REMEDIAL INSTITUTE, Sara’ 
ropa N. Y., has Turkish, Russian, Sui hur, Hy- 
dro ic, ‘and Electro-Thermal Baths. qualizer 

other facilities for the cure of Nervous, Lung, 
Female, and Chronic Diseases. For full particu- 
lars, send for circular. 








Dr. W1LBoR’s Cop LIVER OIL AND LIME.—Inya- 
lids need no longer dread to take that great spec ee 
for eta” — and Ea 


—Cod Liver Oil. repared b y Dr. Wi eon it 7-7 


robbed of the ase ng taste, and also odies veg 


& preparation of the Phosphate of Lime, Sving na- 
ture the very article requized to aid the healing 
qualities of the oil, and to recreate where disease 
has destroyed. This article also forms a remarka- 
ble tonic, and will cause weak and debilitated per- 
sons to become strong and robust. It is for sale by 
all respectable druggists throughout the country, 
and is an article that should be kept in every 1am- 
ily, for convenience of instant use on the first ap- 
arance of Coughs or Irritation of the Lungs. 
anufactured only by A. hag Wilbor, Chemist, Bos- 
ton. Sold by all druggists. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A New Cheap Sunday-School Library 


Just beers Pte 8  hepeng Sunday-school hanes, 
No. 1, containin hoice [illustrated volumes, 18 
mo, bound in ¢ Ar oie backs, and inclosed in a 
neat wooden case. Pr.ce only $20 net. No dis- 
count from this price to Sunday-schools. 25 cata- 
logues will be furnished with each Library. 
ALFRED MAKiILEN, Publisher, 

21 Souih Severth Street, Philadelphia. 


mal IANS ei 


Barrett, editor of the Canton Press, Canton, 

Mo: \ T consider it (the Check System Library Reg- 
ister) the best system ever devised.” 

P. Robbins, firm of Wm. Lincoln & Co., insur- 

p.é ; sellin Warren, Mass.: “We are using the 

second _— now, having worn out one, and like 


IN EW 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Pablicativa, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADA. 


OEACON GIBBS’ ENEMY. A Capital Tem- 
pene — By Mrs. A. K. Dunning. I6mo. 


wens. FIOTURES. Six Books in a Box. 


ALICE DUNBAR. A Story of the Times of 
John Knox. Price 60 cents. 


MR. — ER’S HOUSEHOLD. Price 55 
cen 


THE DAWN OF poy gh A Story of the 
Zenana Mission. Price 65 


THE PEDDLER OF are ORANGE. By 
Martha Farquharson. Price 5 
Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent. 








RAYS REGISTER 











POCKET MONEY! POCKET MONKY!! 
POCKET MONEY!!! 

Boys and Girls! Look Here! Look Here! 

If you wish » earn money, send your postoffice 

address to E. SHAW, “ ‘ide Awake” General 

Agent, Bedford, * Calhoun Co., Michigan. 4g>All 


Teachers will both receive and confer.a benefit by 
writing to the above address. 





Manufacturers of Roofing Materials, Lining for 
Frame Houses, Mastic Roof-Coating, Tin Caps, one, 
two, and three- -ply Roofing Felt of superior quality. 
Send for samples and circulars. 

PENN ROOFING CO., 
107 8S. Second St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


BEAUTIFUL 


FLOWERS 


Delivered free of ROBES, si at your door. — 
did assortment %, R six fer, $1.00, thirteen fo: 











$2.00. —. moe 
Es, "Gas. "ton Catalogs mt ot 


erry nt mareedies, est Chester, Pa, 


\ 


ofa ih you to save| 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


IT COSTS 


but five cents for each 
scholar, to supply 
schools or classes with 
The Scholars’ Quar- 
terly for three 
months. The Second 
Quarter contains the 
lessons for April, May 
and June. Tryit. See 
full advertisement 
elsewhere. 











GARDEN SEEDS, Etc. 
BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 





ve 
0. $4.00, 35 do $6.00. For 10 
ational one Ma tficent Premium Rose to 
dollar's worth ordered. Send tor our new GUI 
TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose fro: 3 
finest sorts. We are the largest Rose-Growers in 
—— — allow purchasers to make their own 
atisfaction Guaranteed. Address THE 
DINGEE | & Conan CO., Rose Growers, West Grove, 
Chester Co., Pa, 








1876. DREER’S GARDEN CALENDAR, ‘1876 
Contains descriptive and _— = Vegetable, 
Flower and Gre ants, Bulb, yovelmes, 
and every GARDEN UISI tifull 
lustrated. Send two three cent stamps for 
HENRY A. DREER, 714 Chestnut 8t., P. 








SAFES. 





FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 





FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SA FES. 


MARVIN’S SAFE CO. 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


MISCELLAN EOUs: 


EXCURSION COMMITTEES 


Of CHURCHES and SCHOOLS can _now engage 
safe and comfortable yy to the different Groves 
on the River and Bay, for from $75 to $100—accord- 

ing to distance and number. Apoly Let 8 A.M. 


a3 Pp. M 
by 104 North Whatves, Philadelphia, 


MARBLE CROSS. 


An exquisite Chromo. sent safely by mail. ae 
25 cents. Profit trom ‘his sale is the on'y resou: 
of an orphan struggling to educate herself, ie 
quiries answered. Address LADIES’ SEMINARY, 
south Wilton, Ct. 




















weeny THE highest ; ie of work at 


the lowest price always given, 
‘ChURCh [iit 
Descriptive Circulars and 





ORGARS | 
E&G.G.HooK & HASTINGS. BosToNUSA 





10 PER CENT. NET. 


Improved Farm First 
ri cn pert aay 
value ascertain 
robe gon ed bY personal lost a dollar. We pay. ay the 
mptly semi-annually in New York. N 
pam Pot ours ever waited a for 
even during the tine! 





ever to see. is now for ar 
ofan | paruoulay, Referens i ovary Bat fn he Union. 
EB. + CO., yreence, 














saan asians iliac itil 
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THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


GIVE IT A TRIAL. 


When the best les- 
son help for a scholar 
costs but FIVE CENTS 


for three months, every 
school should be sup- 


plied.: Send for the 


SCHOLARS QUARTERLY 
containing lessons for 
April, May, and June. 
See special advertise- 
ment elsewhere. 


CHOCOLATES, 
HOUSE OF 


Walter Baker & Co., 
(180 =srancism=p «x (780 


Manufacturers of 
COCOA, CHOCOLATE, AND 
BROMA, 


in all forms known to 
MODERN COMMERCE. 


HIGHEST MEDALS received at IN- 
TERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS in 
PARIS, and VIENNA, and at LOCAL 
EXHIBITIONS in all parts of the 
UNITED STATES. 


NEW SPECIALTY 
BREAKFAST COCOA. 


Send for Centennial Book to our stores in Boston 
and New York. 




















INSURANCE. 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 


8. E. Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets, 
ESTABLISHED 1850. 





ASSETS, JANUARY I, 1876, OVER $6,000,000. 


TRUSTEES. 
George W. Hill, Philip B. Mingle, 
Alexander Whilldin, Hon. Alex. G. Cattell, 
George Nugent, Isaae Hazlehurst, 
Hon. James Pollock, H. H. Eldridge, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 


: Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldin, 
John Wanamaker. 
‘7 OHARTER PERPETUAL.-“G 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 


LIFE INSURANCE C0., OF PHILADELPHIA, 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $5,504,329.24. 


The Penn is a purely Mutual Company. All of its 
surplus p: ums are returned to the members 
pt ear, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 
possible rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their 


val’ Endowment policies issued at life rates. 
Agents Wanted Apply to H. & STEPHENS, Vice- 
921 Chestnut St., 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
1825. -1876 


.THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRB INSURANCH COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00, - - Assets, $1,559,853.76, 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 











‘A 


—The choicest in the world—Importers’ 
‘Largest Com: in America— 


K. fs continu- 
fweate iine-sand for Girculas to 
48 Vesey St., N. Y. P.O. Box 1287, 








PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 copies, « « = $2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 bond 1.90 “s 
30 copies and upwards, - 1.65 “* 
: To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription, state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 
(Which includes 15 conte for postage.) 





Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
@ year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made to aclub at club rates 
only during the month in which it is formed. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a 
paper changed should be careful to name not only 
the post-office to which they wish it sent, but also 
the one to which it has been sent. All addresses 
should include both county and state. 


Any person writing to renew either a single or 


club subscription, in connection with which his | j 


name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom 
the paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce THE Tres to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed on 
the yellow address label af each paper or package of 
papers, it will be necessary for all subscribers to renew 
promptly by the time thus designated or their paper wil. 
be discontinued. - 





THE SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER $ .60. 
This paper is designed to supply superintendents 


with helps,in the line of their special work, to. 


which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TimEs who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such, 


If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of THE 
Times, desires the help of THE SUPERINTENDENT'S 
PaPsr, for any mémber of his school—for example. 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher 
—he can multiply copies of the PaPgr accordingly, 
to his own address, on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra PAPERS go only to 
subscribers of THE TIMEs, 


Orders for this PAPER can be filled, only when com- 


ing direct from superintendents or pastors who are sub 
scribers of THE TIMES. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, . . $ 60 
100 “ one year, . . ‘7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARY QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - $ 5.00 
100 ss one year, - = = = 20.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 





ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: Per line (12 lines 


toaninch), foreachinsertion, - - 25 Cts. 
Special Notices: Per line (as above), 30 Cts. 
Reading Matter: Per line (leaded), - - 50 Cta, 


DISCOUNTS on the above rates as follows: 
5 per cent. on 4 insertions. 


10 “ “ “ 8 ae 
15 “ “ “ 18 “ 
20 “ “ “ 26 “ 
25 “ «“ “ 52 “ 


4ar-Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday of the week preceding their issue. 





Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT ST., 
PHILADELPHIA. 





The New York Orrics is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y. 


M,C. A. Building. 
BP, Watime, Agent. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


FIRE WORSHIPERS. 
[From Dr. Field’s Letters in The Evangelist.} 


VERY singular ple, found in 
Bombay, and diowliene else in India, 

are the Parsees, who differ from the Hin- 
doos both in race and religion. They are 
followers of Zoroaster, the philosopher of 
Persia, from which they were driven out 
centuries ago by the merciless followers of 
the prophet, and took refuge in Western 
India, and being as a class, of superior 
intelligence and education, they have 
risen to a high position. They are largely 
the merchants of Bombay, and among 
them are some of its wealthiest citizens, 
whose beautiful houses, surrounded with 
gardens, line the road to Parell, the resi- 
dence of the governor. They are fire- 
worshipers, ates it as the principle of 
life. Morning and evening cher may be 
seen uncovering their heads, and turning 
reverently to the rising or the setting sun, 
and offering their adoration to the great 
luminary, which they regard as the source 
of all-life on earth. As I have seen them 
on the seashore, turning their faces to the 
settir g sun, and lifting their hands as if 
in a I have thought, that if this be 
idolatry, it is at least not so degrading as 
that of the Hindoos around them, for if 
they bow to a material object, it is at least 
the most glorious which they see in na- 
ture, The more intelligent of them, how- 
ever, explain that it is not the sun itself 
they worship, but only regard it as the 
brightest s; mbol and manifestation of the 
invisible deity. But they seem to have 
an idolatrous reverence for fire, and keep 
a lamp always burning in their houses, 
It is never suffered to go out day or night, 
from year to year. The same respect 
which they show to fire, they show also to 
the other elements—earth, air, and water. 
A revolting application of their princi- 
ples is seen in their mcde of disposing of 
the dead. They cannot burn them, as do 
the Hindoos, lest the touch of death should 
pollute the flames; nor can they bury 
them in the earth, nor in the sea, for 
earth and water and air, are all alike 
sacred, They therefore expose the bodies 
of their dead to be devoured by birds of 
the air. Outside of Bombay, on Malabar 
Hill, are three or four circular towers— 
called the Towers of Silence, which are 
enclosed by a high wall to keep observers 
at a distance. When a Parsee dies, his 
body is conveyed to the gates, and there 
received by the priests, by whom it is ex- 
posed on gratings constructed for the 





purpose. 

Near at hand, perched in groves of 
palms, are the vultures, We saw them 
there in great numbers. As soon as a 
funeral procession approaches, they scent 
their prey, and begin to circle ia the air; 
and no sooner is a body uncovered, and 
left by the attendants, than a cloud of 
black wings settles down upon it, and a 
hundred horned beaks are tearing at the 
flesh. Such are their numbers and vo- 
racity, that in five minutes—so we were 
told—every particle is stripped from the 
bones, which are then slid down an in- 
clined plane into a deep pit, where they 
msngle with common clay. 

OCompard with this, the Hindoo mode 
of disposiog of the dead by burning, seems 
almost like Christian burial, Yet it is 
done in a mde which is very offensive. 
In returning from Malabar Hill one even- 
ing, slong the beautiful drive around the 
bay, we noticed a number of furnace-like 
openings, where fires were burning, from 
which proceeded a sickening smell, and 
were told that this was the burning of the 
bodies of the Hindoos! 

This mode of disposing of the dead may 
be defended on grounds of health, espe- 
cially in great cities But at any rate I 
wish there were nothing worse fp be said 
of the Hindoos than their mode of treat- 
ing the forms from which li‘e has d®@.- 
parted. But their religion is far more 
cruel to the living than to the dead. 





SOME GREAT THING. 
{From The Sunday Magazine.} 


66 M; father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldst 

thou not have done it? How much ra- 
ther, then, when he saith unto thee, Wash 
and be clean?” With this salve the ser- 
vants of the Syrian Naaman sought to 
soothe his pride, which had been so greatly 
ruffled by Elisha’s presse dom and by 
the manner ip which it was given, In 
ve, they showed how 





ty, 


well they knew not only the temper of 
their master, but the temper of mankind, 
It is characteristic of us all to think little 
of little things, and much of ¢ thin 
Little remedies, little sins, little duties, 
little promises, little trusts, little sums of 
money, little fragments of time, are al] 
liable to be deemed insignificant, and 
treated as about which it matters 
little how we act. If it were some great 
thing, we would take _ with it, and 
do it well; but as it is only a trifle, it 
does not deserve serious attention. We 
fancy that there must always be a pro. 
portion in bulk between cause and effcct, 
between means and end, between the 
price and the purchase, 

Yet it is certain that this notion of the 
necessary insignificance of little things is 
contrary to what both Providence and 
Scripture are ever teaching us. How 
often do we see events of the greatest im- 
portance turning on the most trivial acts, 
Whether, in taking a walk, we choose this 
road or that; whether, in selecting 9 
house, we fix on this street or on that; 
whether, in going a journey, we start by 
the morning or the evening train; what 
echool we fix on for our children, what 
master we place them under in business, 
what physician we call in sickness, or 
what counsellor in difficulties—on such 
seemingly little things as these the whole 
course of our life, or the life of our child- 
ren, will often turn. The fatal accident 
we should have met at the one hour is 
avoided at the other; the friends and 
acquaintances we fall in within the neigh- 
borhood of our new dwelling have a vital 
inflaence on our fortunes; connections 
are formed, marriages contracted, habits 
acquired, opinions adopted, which give a 
new complexion to our whole life. Need 
we recali that celebrated cobweb on the 
mouth of the cave, which saved the life 
of Mahomet, and left him to prescribe 
for many centuries the faith of a hundred 
millions of mankind? Or need we call 
to mind that if young Martin Luther and 
his companion had been walking on dif- 
ferent sides during the thunderstorm that 
kilied the companion, Luther would never 
have been heard of in the church history 
of Europe? The accidental overturning 
of a gentleman’s carriage in Virginia, in 
the year 1730, it is said, was what first 
brought together the father and mother 
of George Washington; so that a better 
road or a stronger spring might have kept 
the United States to this day a colony of 
Great Britain. Ifthe nose of Cleopatra, 
says Pascal, had been half an inch shorter, 
the world’s destinies would have been 
changed. Things that are small to us are 
often anything bat small in the influence 
they exert, Many a cloud lke a man’s 
hand in the morning, covers the whole 
heaven with a dark drapery by night. 

What is thus taught by Providence is 
confirmed by Scripture. It is one of the 
striking lessuns of the first great trial of 
our race in Eden; it was but an apple 
that “brought death into our world, with 
all our woe.” Joseph’s confinement in 
the same prison with Pa~raoh’s butler was 
the occasion of his wonderful promotion, 
and the removal of his people to Egypt; 
Paoaraoh’s daughter coming to bathe at a 
particular spot on a certain day preserved 
the life of Moses, and gave a new start to 
history; David’s mission with bread and 
cheese to bis brethren in the camp of 
Israel led to his combat with Guliath, and 
then to his occupation of the throne of 
Israel; a bow drawn at a venture before 
Ramoth Gilead fuifiiled all God’s pur- 
poses in connection with the wicked Anab. 
Need we say how our Lord enforced the 
importance of little things, denouncing 
any one who should break one of his least 
commandments, and teach men so; teach- 
ing us that he that is faithful in that which 
is littie is faithful also in much, and that 
the unjust in the least is unjust in much? 
Was not his whole life, too, an ennobling 
of little things, as men usually count 
them? How conspicuous was Carist’s life 
for the absence of all the usual outward 
marks of greatness! Born and brought 
up in the poorest c ass of society; work- 
ing as a common carpenter till his thir- 
tiech year (how we should have deemed 
the time wasted !); often occupied about 
daily bread, or: drawing a draught of 
water from a well, or procuring money to 
pay a tax, or finding a home for a lonely 


-mother ; drawing illustrations from shep- 


herds, and sowers, and fishers, and trav- 


elers, aud laborers; fiading heroes as he 
did in the humblest ranks—in the good 
Samaritan, in the beggar Laz ia he 
Se eieies vakibent kodt'tn the wornai 
the tent can, an 

that was & slaner ;—-0ne of the great les- 
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gons of our Lord’s life cannot be better 

_ expressed than in the words he used about 

e children, “Take heed that ye des- 
pise not one of these little ones.” 





HOMES IN CAIRO. 
[Miss M.L. ee ‘ane ae Missionary In- 


T is the time of a double festival in 
t just now, the Mahometan Briam 
happeoing this year to fall at the period 
of the Copt and Greek Christmas (twelve 
days after ours). The city looks unusu- 
ally gay. Of course every one above a 
beggar has new or “best” clothes; and 
every shop where dress or eatables are 
sold is crowded b frours purchasing for 
the grand feast of Thursday (to-morrow). 
I had several _— to make that ~~ he 
cessary, because the persons were either 
old acquaintances or connected with the 
Mission in some way; but which were 
very uninteresting, as the women were not 
(as I know, alas! by repeated visits for 
years past) inclined to hear, or to speak 
of, the good tidings of great joy brought, 
as at this season, by the angel to earth. 
I am speaking of nominal Christians. 
The visits to Mahometan ladies will have 
to be a day or two later, at the end of 
their feasts. Thése so-called Christians, 
then, make no objection to gospel allu- 
sions; on the contrary, they are apt to 
e, and reply: ‘‘True, quite so, no 
doubt,” and then hastily turn the conver- 
sation by asking, ““How much do you 
think this silk cost? Did you know that 
this is the new moda?” An Italian word 
this, borrowed by the Orientals, whose 
primitive language, though it has, they 
say, 500 names for a camel at different 
ages and different occupations, possesses 
none for ‘‘fashion.”” Europeans have in- 
troduced the love of change in their for- 
merly stereotyped garments, not much to 
the Saynovennent either of their appear- 
ance or their minds; but the one thing 
that needs change, alas! how hard it is to 
bring that before them! Here and there, 
however, €: faint pent eos, 4 Led 
taper, trying to & foggy day ; 
ions mind seems struck and dinken in its 
old ways, as if conviction were striving to 
ei a place; and the servant of 
the Lord is ever on the watch, of course. 
The school matron and I had been spend- 
ing the morning in purchasing work ma- 
terials for the girls, taking advantage of 
our week’s holiday, as it is a long business 
buying siiks in the bazaar, and waitin 
while the seller winds off the quantity, 
holding it on his foot in a singular man- 
ner, and then weighs it in a pretty little 
pair of scales, On our return, I said to 
her: “Tnat poor thing whose child was 
burnt, what a sad festival this must be for 
her! I fee) as if I must go to comfort her 
a little, though I fear the house is all in 
on as it is always the case the day 
before Ohristmas.”’ She only occupies 
part of a house, with two other relatives, 
- otherwise, being in recent mourning, there 
would be little preparation for festivals. 
She assented, and we went to the large, 
handsome house, newly built, where dwell 
three Coptic families of the better class, 
two of whom had children at my schools. 
About five weeks ago, one of the little 
girls was playing with a lamp that had the 
dangerous American oil in it, and pulled 
it over her clothes. She died in a few 
hours, in consequence of the burns. 

I went soon after to see the poor, un- 
happy mother: but, in her first grief, I 
felt 1t was scarcely possible to do her any 
am save that she was somewhat soothed 

sympathy. I felt it so deeply that, at 
firat, I could do nothing but sit by her 
and cry with her, and then, after swallow- 
ing a glass of water, I offered a very few 
Words of earnest prayer. Since that sad 
day, her youngest child has teen so ill of 

er as to occupy all her time; but now 
I heard that it was a little better. Her 
husband, who had also been laid up, was 
just able to creep into the sunshine, and I 
felt the time was come for another visit. 
We found the poor father sitting, muffled 
Up, at the door, looking wan and we 
enough ; his child’s terrible accident had 
very jikely predisposed him to sickness. 
Upstairs there was a somewhat dismal at- 
tempt at making festival : two black slave- 
girls were languidly sweeping and piling 
Up divan cushions. Up a narrow stair- 
Case we were pointed by one of them, 
however; and, in an upper room, plainly 
_ Mimnished, and with no festive signs, we 

fund the mother, a still pretty woman, 
ith a child of about two years on her 

locking very pale and sick, though 

Said it was better now. Her younger 

er, married only two or three years, 


and one of the prettiest Copts I have seen, 
and, what is better, very intelligent-look- 
ing, came in at the same time, and greeted 
us cordially, 

The poor mother, after answering in- 
quiries about the invalids, began of her- 
self to speak of her sorrow. with a sort of 
forced resignation, or rather, fatalism, 
such as is often found here. Rebellion, 
at least openly, against God’s decrees is 
rarely seen. ‘ Yes; it is the Lord; all is 
right, of course, that he does.” But it is 
not the tone, or look, of resignation, or 
belief in him asa father. Really to look 
to God as our Father, we must come to 
him through Christ alone. “Would you 
like me to read a little to you from the 
gospel, dear friend?” I said presently. 
“The words of our Lord may be a comfort, 
and truly nothing else can comfort a 
mother; but he knows all as no one else 
can but himself. I would help you, if I 
could ; but I have no power, Jesus both 
can and will.” “Yes, read, pray,” said 
the poor mother, as she raised the moan- 
ing baby on her lap, to ease its aching 
head, “Sister, bring me ay handker- 
chief” (for the large tears had b to 
roll down her face). I began the history 
of Lsezarus. It was pretty evident that, 
Ohristians though they were called, neither 
of the hearers had ever heard it before. 
be sister’s intelligent questions showed 
t. ae 

Presently, the mother looked at me sur- 
prised, as 1 paused for an instant at the 
words, “Jesus wept.” “Why did he 
weep?” she said. “ You think it strange, 
because he was going to raise Lazarus; 
but it shows us, first, how truly Jesus 
loved Lazarus and his sisters, and how he 
felt the grief of those poor sisters; and 
then I think it shows another thing: I 
don’t believe those tears were only for 
Martha and Mary, but for you and me, 
and for all who have lost and wept over 
dear lost ones!” The woman’s eyes were 
fixed on me with a new expression as I 
said this; the personal sympathy of the 
Saviour was a thing that she had never 
dreamt of. I reminded her how, as God 
and man, Jesus felt with us, as well as Sor 
us, and hew he had future and present 
equally before him; and then I read the 
rest of the ever-new story, and after 
a little while, a few other passages, 
entréating them both to go to the Lord 
himself, and not think they could get 
comfort and help if they went a 
{ntercersors. “We know,” said the sis- 


& | ter, “that the Lord is above all; but we 


think the Virgin and saints can ask him 
for us, and thus help, at least, a little.’ 
“But if God had meant us to have 
such a help, he would have told us, and, 
instead of that, he tells us the contrary, 
and says,—Jesus himself says the words 
here in John xiv.,—‘I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me.’ Now, dear sisters, 
if I wished to come to you, and your slave 
below said (as she did an hour ago), ‘Go 
straight up to that door, she is in that 
room,’ and pointed to it, and I were to 
have gone to a different door, or tried to 
get up by that little stair which leads to 
the roof, what a fool you would think me! 
It is just want of faith that makes people 
go to others to pray for them to Jesus, 
when he has bid them come tohim. Only 
pray daily for light, and ask him to in- 
crease your faith, and, indeed, he will 
hear you.” After some more talk we took 
leave, both sisters begging me to stay 
longer, and if I could not to come soon 
again, 

I ask the help of Ohbristian friends to 
pray with me for this sorrowing mother. 
I onght to say that the child so suddenly 
snatched from her was only seven or eight 
years old, and had been but a short time 
at school, and could not yet read, She, 
however, knew a number of Scripture 
texts, and, as far as we could judge, un- 
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derstood them; there was not, perhaps 
any verg. remarkable siga of change of | mail, 8 ce 
heart, in “Sadeeka’s” case, but much 


@hat was hopeful; and I felt no doubt 
that she was received as “a little child,” 


ary | and is “safe in the arms of Jesus.”’ 
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“The most fascinating religious biography I ever 
read.”—Rev. Lyman Abbott. “What a fiery John 
the Baptist he was!”—Rev. R. S. Storrs, D.D. “A 
wonderful volume it truly is.”—Rev. T. L. Quyler, 
D.D. “The reading of this book has stirred our 
blood.”—Rev. T. Dewitt Talmage. Price, $2, post- 
paid. Half calf, $3.50. 


111 and 113 William &t., New York. 
113 and 115 State St., Chicago. 


RIVATE INSTRUCTION IN THE LANGUAGES. 
Address H. 8. JEF#ERYS, No. 528 Brooklyn St. 


Of with order. @.8, Ullman, Winter St, Boston, Mase 














THE SGHOLARS QUARTERLT. 


THE DEST LESSON HELP PUBLISHED, 
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EVERYBODY LIKES IT 





Although the first number of THE ScHOL- 
ARS QUARTERLY was issued only in January 
of this-year, it has rapidly gained a large cir- 
culation, extending already to every State in 
the Union. : : 

Wherever it goes it makes friends. It is 
considered by those who have tried it the 
most complete’ scholars’ help published. 
Nearly all who at first sent for specimen 
copies have since ordered a full supply—for 
their schools or classes. The second number 
(for April, May, and June) is now ready, 
and is, in many points, an improvement on 
that for the First Quarter. To receive the 
full benefit ofthe quarter’s lessons subscri- 
bers should send their orders at once. 





mailed for 3 cents. 100]. . 


For the benefit of those-who have not yet seen Toe ScHouans’ 
QuaRTERLY, the following brief description of it is given— 


WHAT IT IS. 


It is @ collection of the lesson of each three motths, with a quar- 
terly review chart and outline for the thirteenth Sunday, bound in 
small quarto form with strong paper covers. Brief explanatory noteg 
are furnished to aid the vohélhes in their study. With the Scripture 
text of each lesson, marginal references are given, and the pronuncia- 
tion of proper names is indicated. It contains a map specially prepared 
for the quarter’s lessons, also a compact Bible Dictionary with the 
needed explanation of terms and description of persons, places, and 
customs. 

For each quarter, a Responsive Review Exercise is added, which 
includes selections from the lessons, golden texts, and related passages. 
This can be used at the quarterly review, or in opening and closing the 
regular sessions of the school. In this latter use it forms an uninter- 
mitting survey of the line of study through the whole quarter. 

.THE QUARTERLY is printed on good .paper in distinct type. It 
avoids on the one hand the crowded page of the question book; and 
on the other the fragmentary character of the lesson leaf. 


A skilled teacher writes of Toz QuarTERLY as follows: 


“T like it exceedingly, and what is better yet my boys like it. 
They say they can do a good deal more with the lessons than before, 
and certainly there has been an increase in study and Bible knowledge 
since THE QuarTERLY came. I knew it would be good, but it is better 
than I really thought it would be. I wish every scholar in the country 
could have it.” 


Others write: 

“T have just received Toe Scnotars’ QUARTERLY, and it has given 
such satisfaction that Iam requested by our teachers to order more.” 

“The copies sent me last week are highly valued by the class. 
They are the neatest, and most compact and convenient in form of any 
aids to the scholars in studying the lesson, that I have yet seen.” 

“We are so much pleased with them that we have decided@o order 
100 copies of them for the scholars.” e 

“Tue Schoiars’ QuaRTERLY is just the thing. Send to my address 
asin. ag for one year. You may hear from me again with another 
order. 

“Tae ScooLars’ QuARTERLY is all that can be wished for.” 

“Tue ScHoLars’ QUARTERLY takes wherever it is introduced.” 


The best way of judging of the merits of Taz QuaRTERLY is to 
send for a copy. 


100 > ™ = 'e 2 

PRICE. 100 =” three months, "S90 
Single Copies, ome year, - 20. 

Published at the office of Taz Sunpay Scnoon Times. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Business Manager, 610.Chestnut St., Philad’a. 


PRICE. 


ny 
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AGENTS WANTED. 
The GREATEST SELLING CENTENYIAL BOOK ig 


(hUNTRY aRESOURCES. 


Rich and comp.ete in our thrilling history of 

.years; and grand in vivid deseriptions of 
all our mighty resources in agriculture, com- 
merce, minerais, manufactures, finances, govern- 
ment, curiosities, natural wonders, works of art. 
etc, sichly illustrated and cheap. A splendid 
view of the world’s foremost nation. No 
other book like it ' Outsells mere histuries five to 
one. Agents wanted . Address, HUBBARD 
BROS., 728 Sansom Street, Philadelphia. 













AGENTS WANTED for the New Historical Work, OUR 


WESTERN BORDER, 


A Complete and Graphic Histety of American Pioneer Lite 
100 YBAHRS AGO. 

Its thrilling conflicts of Red aud White foes. Exciting 

Adventures, Captivities, rorays, Scouts, Pioneer women and 

boys Indian war-paths, Camp life, and Sports.—A book for 

Old and Young. Notadull page. No competition Enormous 

sales. Agents wanted everywhere. Ulustrated circulars free, 


J.C. McCURDY & CO,, 268. Seventh St., Philade!phia, Pa; 





AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ENTENNIAL 
HISTORY oF tHe U.S. 


The great interest in the Casilitag history of our 

country makes this the fastest selling book ever 

ublished. It contsins a full account of the Grand 
ntennial Exhibition. 

CAUTION.—Old, incomplete, and unreliable 
works are being circulated; ree that the book you 
buy contains 442 fine «ngravings and 926 pages. 

Send for circulars and extra terms io Agents. Ad- 
dress National Publishing Co., Philadelphia, Pa. 


TEMPLE HARP. 


Anew music book in Aikin’s Seven-Charae- 
ter Notes, with a thorough course of instruction 
in the most Natural and ry! System of Music yet 
disedvered. All can learn to Sing in one-fourth the 
time uired by any other method. Adapted to 
Choirs, Singing-schools, etc., etc. Specimen pages 
mated free. Teachers wanted as Agents. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
Nos. 1102 and 1104 Saasem St , Pnitada, 


$5 t0 $20 Fee “rtssow & 00. Portiand, Me." 


$12 aday at home. Agents Wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE. & CO., Augusta, Me. 


$ @ week to Agents, old and young, male and 
var female, in their locality. Terms and outfit free, 
Address, P. O. VICKEBY & Co., Augusta, Maine. 


CRYSTAL GEMS. 


A new Sabbath-school Music Book in Aikin’s 
Seven-Character Notes, and upon a system 
particularly adapted tothe young learner. This book 
contains rare selections of new and beautiful tunes, 
Specimen copies mailed on receipt of 35 cents. 


‘MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING BOUS 
Wos. 1102 and 1104 Sansom 8St., Ph:lada, 


A WEEK. Agents wanted everywhere. 
$42 Business permanent and first-class, For 
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further culars address, 
J. KENNEDY & CO., Richmond, Indiana. 


WORK AND MONEY Our new method of in- 

s troducing the Home Guea 
carries everythin before it. Our premiums beat the 
world. Don’t be idle a day. Particulars free. Sam- 
ple of paper superbly illustrated with choice Moss- 
rose Cross, 10 Cents. J. LATHAM & CO., 419 Wash- 
ington Street, Boston, Mass. 


THE BEST YET. 


Our POPULAR FAMILY BILE with 
Nila-traiet Dictionary. Concordance, 
and other valuable extra matter. Spl-nd.d Il 
lastrations and *mgravines Ek gant 
Bindings. Extraordinary inducements to good 


AGENTS Special prot.ction in terri- 
1 tory guaranteed. 
MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE. 


Nos. liv2 and 1104 Saasom &t., Phiiada. 


THE BIBLE ILLUMINATED! 


AGENTS! We have in press, two most RARE 
‘ ; AND VALUABLE RELIGIOUS WORKS, for 
which we want agents. Circulars with full descrip- 
tion, sony free. Few Fyn mane one to 1 nie] 
and make money. ress, at point neares 

Bur NY, hartford, 











AMERICAN PU SHING COMPA 
Ct., Cincinnati, O., or Chicago, Ill. 


Pleasant and Profitable Em loyment, 
“ Beautiful!” “Charming!” “Oh, how lovely! 
“What are they worth,” etc. Such are the excla- 
2 pothy a yor a Bs large, “ nt new 
chromos produ y the European an 
Chromo Publishing Co. Every one will want 
them, It requires no talking to sell the pictures, 
7 ak for themselves. Carlivassers, ni 

and lad.es and gentlemen out of employment, W: 
find this the best opening ever offered to make 
money. For full particulars, send stamp for confi- 
dential circular. Address, F. GLEASON & CO., 
738 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 


VOICE OF GOD. 


By REV. ALFRED NEVIN, D.D. 

A new and va uabl- Book of ab-orbing 
interest, containing all the Hi-toric and 
Lereudary § ore of the Bible, with accounts 
of its Patriarchs, #rephets, Priests, 
Kings, and Heroes. sv Royal Octavo 
wages. with numerous handsome En- 
gravings. AGENTS WANTSD. 


MILLER’S BIBLE AND PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Nos. 1162 and 1104 Sansom St., Philada. 


FREE TICKET 
To Philadelphia 223,22 seam: 
mer. From any point in U-S. east of Utub. 
AGENTS A2e788, tls Sista" 
god $10 cash hidey conte cerned canvavsing 
Partioulass free.” Bend adress on postal card. 
Eos 3 
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